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I E controul which Fg Supreme 
Council of Bengal holds over the 
oitidr preſidencies, makes the members of 
that Government in ſome meaſure reſpon· 
ſible for the peace of India. It will ap- 
pear. very clearly upon inquiry, that the 
Governor - General and Council exerted 
| themſelves to the extent of the powers veſ- 
ted in them by the Legiſlature, to avert 
_ thoſe misfortunes which have been expe- 
; perienced upon the. coaſt of Coromandel ; "op 
but that a war with a country power 
| ſhould have been commenced with ſuch 2 
circumſtances of diſgrace to our arms, 85 
was not apprehended, I will venture to 
5 ſay, | either by the Supreme Council or 
| by any man in India, 208” 
7 'B = 8 
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Much pains has been taken in India, 


by 2154 tHe fame Works! will goubtlefs be led 4 


Fo - hes £19909) - 106115 28 a. 
111 n ald to Atribure Fs un fortunate 


event upon Ihe Call to the ahratkä war; 
which” by ſome ill Bengal, and moſt of 
| the gentlemen i in Madras, has been den“ 
minated Mr. Haſtings's 8 War. The Court 
of Directors, who, perfectly acquainted, | 
; with the circumſtances which led' to the 
war, kighly approved of the conduct which 15 
N the Governor-General took in it, "will, © 
bi doubtleſs, do him the Ne to  contradier 
this aſſertion. 5 725 | mM 
In the following ſketch I mean to o velit” 
j tlie events which led to a war which, from 
11 ths year 1778, uniformly ſucceſsful on ür 
part, muſt have produced an Hotiourable and - 
| adVantageous peace many months ago, if : 
the invaſionof the Carnatic, the deſtruction 
of a'third part of our army, and the exp ecta- 
tioh of à French afmäment, had not oh 
freſti'ſpitits'ts #/vantuithed net 
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Gove rnor - Gen al. has 
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miſrepreſented; It may not the refors. be 
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unacceptable. to his friends, to relate as; 
conciſely as the importance of the ſubject 
will admit, the principal tranſactions in, 
Bengal, from the period of his arrival 1 in 
F ebruary 1772, to the day of my depar- 
ture from Bengal the gth of January, 47813, 
firſt premiſing that I will not advance a 
ſingle fact which 1 cannot prove, either: 
: from my own knowledge or from au- | 
= thentic documents now in my poſſeſſiog. 
: No man has more ſeverely ſuffered from, - 
unjuſt, or illiberal, inſinuations than Mr. 
Haſtings; nor has any man leſs deſerved 
them; ſince, even in his. own juſtifcation, 
he has carefully avoided all perſonal reflec · 
tions. It is much to be lamented, that the 
public has ſuffered as well as Mr. Haſtings, | 


by the impreſſion Nhich ſuch inſinuations 
did at the time make upon the Court of 


1 ad 


Directors; * for to what other cauſe can it 
ns be 
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once thought ſo wotthy of it? Conſcious 


been t. ( 


rent of calumny. and abuſe which his op- 
ponents have ſo liberally beſtowed upon 


him! It is now high time to refute theſe 
calumnies. I do not heſitate to declare, $ 
nor am J apprehenſive of committing my- 

ſelf too far. by ſuch a declaration, that to 


5 withheld their confidence 8 a man they 


of the rectitude of his own actions, he has 
little ſolicitous to ſtem that tor- | 


render our poſſeſſion of Bengal of conſe- 


by Government and the Eaſt-India Com- 
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quence to the Britiſh nation, Mr, Haſtings 


muſt be ſupported, and with effect, oth 


ß pany. The event will prove that * e. 
ment has not t been deere 7 . - Win . 
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VI R. Haſtings » was s appointed by Fas Court 
E Directors to ſucceed to the government of 
Bengal; in the month of April, 1772, immedi- 

. ately: after the great famine. They were alfo 
pleaſed to inveſt him with. ſome extraordinary 

powers, not heretofore veſted in a Governor, 

from a conviction, that if their affairs there 
were yet retrievable, Mr. Haſtings, ae 
perſeverance, firmneſs, and integrity, both : 
Bengal and Madras had been remarkably. con- 

5 ſpicuous,) was the moſt proper perſon to be em- 
N in ſo ardudus 4 undemaking. 1 
well 
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ſed neither the vigour or ce in his, 
public ſtation requited; and the Members of. 
his Council ſubmitted to the continuance of 
evils Which they Wanted either the power or the 5 
: inclination | to reform. The Company's an- 
nua expences in v Bengal confiderably exceeded 
their revenues; and although bills had been 
drawn upon the Court of Directors for more 


than a million ſterling in 1770, there fill e- 


mained a bond debt of a million and a half fer- 
nog, due to individuals in Bengal. There Was 
a ptoſpect alſo of this bond debt being 1 


TEE. 


increaſed to the degree, that the expences anc 
the inveſtment exceeded the actual revenues ee 
1 provinces. 5 55 


80 ſupine a id? muſt yo ſunk ef 


z itfelf in a few years. That this was the real 


1 * 


ſtate of public affairs 1 in Bengal, when Mr. Ha- 
ſtings arrived there, is known to every man at 
that time in ludia, In April 4772, he ſuccegd- 


ed to the chair, and arduous a8 the taſk, of rer, yy 


formation is in all countries, but, more Particu-, | 
larly in Bengal, be iofkanti) began vpon i. 
The exceſhye civil charges 1 in K were re- 
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trenched, | vpneceſfary 905 intments FIT 
- liſhed 4, 40 d that 159 extravagance and, diff 
pion hi ich ba pexyaded all orders of men, 

Was fi ppreſſed, b both by preeept.and example; at 
Pete tine oppoſition from many in- 
dividuals, Mr. Haſtings, ſteadily purſued his 
plan of reformation, regardleſs, of the perſonal 
blogs” which attended it, and in leſs, thay/;@ 


month from his acceſſion. to the chair, the 
; face of affairs was totally altered. Every.reſo-, 
lotion of Government Was carried into. effect 
with a promptitude and ſpirit which did d honour: 
to its executive members. e coders und: 
| The Court of Directors at this time 0 demie ; 
| ned to ſtand forth themſelves as Dewans of the 
£1 provinces, through. the agency of [their -own= 
ſervants; and Mr. Haſtings: loſt no time in car- 
rying « orders ſo beneficial to the Company into 
execution. He proceeded to Moorſhedabad, thei: 
reſidence of the Nabob and the native officers of | 
the Government, attended by three members of 
the Board, with an intention to inveſtigate the 
ſtate of the Revenues, to reduce the charges in- 
cutred in the collection of them, and to eſtabliſh: 
provincial, Courts of Juſtice, which might pre. 
vent thoſe acts of oppreſſion and arbitrary. 


| power” that bad n been ſo much oe 
plained of. 
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Pate eh y for the Company in this, as 


1. in many other inſtances, Mr. OO! had 5 
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| * 15 power to carry his whole | plan 25 FIRING 


, but choſe regulations which. he did. eſta». 


bits will ever remain as the ſurongeſt proofs of 
the extent of his genius, and of the laborious: 
attention be paid to eyery point, which, could 
in the leaſt degree contribute to ſecure the 


natives of Bengal in the e of of Wen We; 


perty. 
The fink unrewitting attention was 10 paid to 


| public buſineſs, on his return to Calcutta; and 
1 Court of Directors. were very early 1 in their 
Ba Ki I r wa of Mr. . J en 


14433 


At the clofe of de) year 1772 a new 1 — | 


Was opened in. Bengal. To the ſpirited and de- 
ceeicded part which Mr. Haſtings then took in 
foreign politics, are the Company and the Bri- 


tiſh nation indebted' for the dominions and' "the | 


_ extenſive influence which they now enjoy in 
Indoſtan. To ſet this matter in its true point 

of view, and not with a deſign to reflect upon 
the political conduct of any perſon, it is neceſ. 


ſary to revert to the N of * Clive's So- 
vernment. 


The Faſt- India Company's $ "irs were 74 


thoroughly inveſtigated by. a Committee of the 
Houſe of Commons in 1772, whole proceed- 5 


ings bave ſinee been made public, that it is 


needleſs to relate the * by which we have ar. 


rived » 


rived at our preſent power in India, The 
Company's agents in Bengal Were inoffen e ale 
repütable merchabts hct they Wete attacked 
with6ur provocation;'by that Fr Gelpicable of 
tyrants; Surajah Dowlah, the grandſon" of an 
Ufurper: they were at firſt driven from their 
poſſeſſions, but had afterwards the good fortune 
to ſee their proſecutor vanquiſhed and depoſed: 
his ſucceſſor, Meer Jaffier, who owed his pro- 
motion entirely to us, beheld the increaſe of our 
power with a jealous eye, and concerted 4 
ſcheme with the Dutch for our deftruftion. 
The firmneſs of Colonel Clive defeated the wo | 


5 en and! in the 1 nee it w 


18 


Fein events Wagbe sn a war 1 wth the e Webel. 
ſor, and his reſtoration. In one campaign, 'Col- 
im Alley was driven from the provitices. Suſab 
| Dbwlah, Nabob of Oude and Vizier, un provoked. $ 
by us, invaded Bahar; he was defeated, and had 
thrown himſelf upon our merey at the time 1 : 
Lord Clive returned to Bengal in 1769; his 
3 Lordſhip dictated his own terms to the King, 255 [NY 
jah Dowlah, and the young Nabob of Bengal. 
We had certainly a fight to retain the pofſeſlion | 
of countries which we had conquered in a juſt 
ad neceflaty War, and Lörd Clive undoubtedly | 
gave the Princes of Indoftan à conſpicuous, 
proof of his moderation, when he only required” 
f 1 5 lacks" of rupees from the Vizier as a com 


W e 4 9 r 
eee ee 


r 1 
þ penſation for the reſtoration of his country, ma 
the cefſion of Benares. | Wee FLLG 099.95 
"By the treaty” Which My: Tordieonetadet 
5 * the King, he guaranted to him the polleſ- 
ſion of the provinces of Corah and Allahabad, 
: and engaged to pay him twenty. fix lacks of 
rupees annually from the provinces of Ben- 
gal. Perhzps all the objections to ſo fatal a drain 2 
of ſpecie from Bengal did not then occur to his 
Lordſhip, or Patna. or Monghier would have 
deen fixed upon as the place of bis Majeſty's refi- 
dence. In this caſe, the evils. which. have fince 
befallen the unhappy monarch would have been 
prevented, and our provinces conſiderably be- 


nefitted, by having the amount of the tribute an- 


g nually circulated i in them. Still the condition | 
implied in the treaty was undoubtedly, | that his 
| Majeſty ſhould reſide under our. immediate pro- 
tection at Allahabad, which he quitted in June, 5 
1771, at the inſtigation of the Marattas, who 
had engaged to conduct him to Debly ; 5 a er „ 
this Prince had much at heart. . 15 
I By leaving Allahabad he quitted 0 our pro- 5 
; tection ; and Mr. Haſtings, WhO arrived = 


Bengal early in the next year, very Juftly 725 


concluded that the ſirſt uſe Which the Ma- 
rattas would make of their royal gueſt, Would 
be to extort from him the provinces of Corah 

a and Allahabad, He had authentic intelligence 

. ſans after, that h of ele 155 were 

; 4 „ 


n 2 
actually made to them and ſigned by 14 king "_ 
and if his Majeſty's. commands were at all events 
2 be obeyed, we might be required in another 
year to evacuate Bengal. The danger that was to 
be apprehended ff from having the Marattas (not at 
that time broken by inteſtine diviſions) ſo near 
us was early foreſeen, and wiſely guarded againſt 
by an alliance with Sujah Dowlab, which being 
concluded. on the firm baſis of mutual intereſt, 
Was in no danger of being violated. _ Is 
It is well known that this Prince had been 
confidered as a diſaffected ally during the go- 
vernments of Mr. Verelſt and Mr. Cartier. By 
his conduct in 1768 he had ſo far excited the 
ſuſpicions of a majority of the Select Committee, x 
that they deputed two of their members, and a 
: gentleman of the Council, to expoſtulate and 
to treat with him. In Mr. Haſtings's admi . 
niſtration he became a moſt uſeful and wle. | 
Rr 5 1 75 
1 When Mr. Haſtings EIT to the povert: ap 
ment, the province of Bengal had been nearly 
exhauſted of its circulating ſpecie, by the an- 
nual tribute of twenty-ſix lacks of rupees to 


dhe King, by the remittances in filver to China, 8 


to Madras, to Bombay, and to Europe; not a | 
rupee of which ever Teturned again 3 by the to- ; 
tal ſtop. Which Was put to the importation of 

bullion from Europe or, from. Perfia, in conſe- : 
quence: of the great increaſe of our own inveſt⸗ 
V 8 2 1 


n 
ment, an d Ge eppes Which were affortied. to 
———— by the ſervants of the Com- 
Pany, he had no other means of remitting 
their fortunes to Europe; the fatal effects of 
which Mr. Verelſt had foreſeen, and repreſented 
very fully to the Directors in a ſeries of letters 
which do great honour to 15 abilities' _ e. 
e 5 i? nl 1 
The regulations which Wine Ad wi Mr. 85 
-Haſtivies on his acceſſion to the chair, although 
| they immediately contributed to the happineſs 
of the natives, and would in time prove high- 
I beneficial to the Company, were not effica- 
cious to relieve their preſent wants. The 
Auiſtreſs of the Directors for caſh- at home was 
very great; they had been obliged to have re- 
courſe to Parliament for aſſiſtance, in cenſequence 
n 0 the large drafts which had been made upon | 
them from Bengal. Their chief dependance was 
b Mr. Haſtings to extricate the Company 
from their difficulties, both in Europe and in 
Aſia. Their confidence was not miſplaced, and 
their moſt ſanguine expectations were fully an- 
ſwered. Foreign trade was encouraged to a 
"== degree: than had before been known, and 
a new commerce, by che way of Suez, was open- 
EY in conſequence of the encouragement, given 
g] 00 15 Aby. Mr., Haſtings, which. promiſed a relief 
fo, the languid, cireplatin, in Bengal, opened a 
ck communication WR Great-Britain, and 


130 
2 been of FI moſt eſſential advantage 
to us. Duſtucks were aboliſhed inthe provinces, 


e n ſpecies of undue influence ſuppreſſed 
as fat as the . pf e could up- 
bag! Wor a 095! 15 
The King, as 1 W Abe, 1 550 5 
+Cordh: and Allahabad to the Mahrattas, it became 
' a queſtion, whether we ſhould tamely permit 
_ "them to take poſſeſſion of thoſe provinces, with 
the proſpect of Bengal being invaded the follow- 
ing year, or inſtantly ſecure them. The latter re- 
ſolution was taken; and a member of the Coun- 
eil was deputed to form an exact ſtatement of 
their revenues in May, 1773. The King was at 
this time a priſoner at large at Dehly, lighted and 
deſpiſed by the Mahrattas, who propoſed to in- 
vade the dominions of Sujah Dowlah, by the 


route of Rohilound. To prevent this invaſion, 


: 
„ 


the firſt brigade,” conſiſting of one regiment of 
Europeans, fix battalions of Seapoys, and twen- 
ty pieces of cannon, had formed a junction with 
the troops of Sujah Dowlah and the Rohillas, 


and were advancing towards the banks of the 


Ganges, by forced marches. The Mahrattas, 
who had forded that river, recroſſed it with pre- 
cipitation, as we advanced, were purſued, and 
Prevented from doing any further damage than 
2116 plundering and burning a few inconfiderable 
4 ou! in ner gr ed the approach of 
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14 


_ | 1 


e 85 PI 
the r rains ſwel h tt e e Ganges, O0 troops returned 


to ade. This expedition laid the foundation of 


3 5011 


the Rohilla war, no Way I mall weak . 


5 fully hereafter, | 7 LET Oh 


Sujah Dowlab h. 700 "repeatedly 'and- 6 9 


| ſolicited a. perſonal. conference with Mr. Haſt- 
ings, to which, he conſented, and met him at 
L Benares, in September, 1773, a few months af- 5 
ter we had taken e of Corab and Allaha- | 
| bad, | 


It was at this. time that Mr. Haſtings N 


ded the treaty of Benares, which in its conſe- 
0 quences was ſo e beneficial to the Eaſt- ; 
6 India Company. 


The principal articles were e the ceſſion of Co- f 


| rah and Allahabad to the Vizier, the increaſe. 0 2 
the ſubſidy, and our engagement to affiſt him i in . 
| the conqueſt of Rohilcund, e 8 


Renne 


The nominal revenues of Corah a and Allaba- | 


bad were twenty-five. lacks of rupees, per an- 
num; but the actual collections fell greatly ſhort | 
of this ſum : nor could any collections be made 
Vithout the aſſiſtance of a ſtrong military force. S 
Several diſaffected Zemindars were to be re- 
duced; and theſe provinces were ſeparated 5 


from our other poſſeſſions by the dominions of 


Cheyt Sing, the Raja of Benares, at that time a 


tributary to Sujah Dowlah. Mr. Haſtings, . 
tureſt, refle&tion,, conſented to cede 


aid bs 4 92444 1 


tion 


tion of his paying 4 the of rupe pees to 
the Company, This "article" of the. freaty Was 
5 highly aß proved! of by the Court of Bired ors. 

We were bound by 16 rd Clive % treaty With 
the Vizier to affiſt him with a military force, 
and he Was to pay thirty thoufand rupees* a 
month for a complete brigade; Which was ſup- . 


poſed to be equivalent to the additional expence 


incurred in the field, though it was in fact very 
inadequate to it. Mr. Haſtings thought, and 
With juſtice, that Sujah Dowlah ſhould pay the 
4 Whole expence of an army acting at his requiſi- 
tion, or a ſum equivalent to it. This he conſent- 
ed to, and it was fixed at two lacks and ten thou-" 


» +853 23 


fand rupees a month.+ This alteration” Was 
warmly approved by the Directors. wan # 5 
Iz be articles by which the Company were en- 
gaged to afliſt the Vizier in the conqueſt of Ro- 
hilcund, however ſeverely attacked both in Bengal 5 
and England, may certainly be defended on the 3 5 
frifteſt grounds of policy and juſtice.” 
The Rohillasf were a tribe of Afghan Tartars, 
who about twenty-ſix years before this time in- 
vaded and conquered a large and fertile tract of 
| country yang 0 | the eaſtward. of the Ganges, ; 
9901 wy ; of 10 Fai! 1 and 
S113 d enontarts { 790 10 TYO 1015 
: "Evian 247: canis / fl. 


41 Dow's. en et the Dedlibooft the Mogul Empire, pu- | 
bliſhed in 1768, p. 32 gives this account of the Rohillas : “ In 


the 127 11. Ali ine, Ferm of the Rohilla tribe, 
5 bee 7H RIO! 0 "ls ue 0} ease 
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nel e FOE + her b) Whar ate 
| bn ike ted Hy 7 Ned l 
tion 0 "Hoſe mounts $ that! ſep arate Behgal from 
Thi bet, t. 2 ome,” of the l invaders of this 85 
| country are yet. living. . The fixed inhabitants 


are Hindoos, . | The Rohillas are Muſſulmen and 
£ ſoldiers to a man, The revenues were regularly 4 
collected and divided amongſt the differeut chiefs, 
of whom the moſt confiderable were Fyzula 
Can and Haffez Hamet. The Vizier had long 
beheld, with eat mortfication, the ſettlement 
2 


11 KEY 
4 — 


i oldie ot Hass, wt native of. the mountains of Cavaliftan, 
degun to appear in arms. He had ſome years before come to 


Daehly, and was entertained in the ſervice of Mahummud - 


Shaw, and the command of a ſmall diftri& between Dehly and 
Lahore was conferred upon him; here he entertained all ya- © 
| grants of his own clan who came down in queſt of military ſer- 
vice from their native mountains; not paying his rent, Hernind, 
the Fogedar, to whom he was accountable, raiſed 15006 men to 


5 | expel. or chaſtiſe him ; he was defeated with great ſlaughter, and 


thus Ali laid the foundation of the Rohilla government. : 
pon this defcat the Vizier ſent 30,000 men under his ſon 
againſt the rebels. Each fide averſe to a deciſion by battle, a 
_ treaty was concluded, whereby Ali was to keep the country be- 
Tore governed by Hirnind upon paying the ancient revenues to 
the Crown: no payment was made, and Ali continued to 
N Krengthenhimſelf, and ravaged the neighbouring country to ſub- 
Sſt his army : at laſt the monarch bee Aer obliged to take 
the field, Ali thut himſelf up in Banger, where, he was obli- 
ed to capitulate. He. was carried er a priſongr to Dehly, where 
| he remained fix months ; nt the end of Which the Patans not 


only dbtained him his reltaſe, hut che Feugedarſhip of Sirhipd, , 


There e maintained himſelf, and collecting his diſperſed | 
:ribes, Kept poſleffion not only of Bühind, Put ſeveral diftricks 
— — and he ypnch the * 1 
e to __ T his — 3 


of abe Robillas in a giftgict bed rs * 


— 


| \ 
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been. dependant upon Oude; but as as bur. Govern- 
jent had engertained ſo rang 2 "Jeatoufy, of 


9 


power, previous to Mr. Haftings 8 acceſſion, and. 
had kept up a correſpondence. with the Rohillas, 


— 2 


he. had, been prevented. from. ſubduing them 


and it is alſo probable that he did not thin 


bimſelf equal to the conqueſt of the country | 
without our aſſiſtance, 


A bare inſpection of the py will prove of 


how much conſequence it was, that the power 


in poſſeſſion of Rohilcund * be in ſtrict 


alliance with us. 


The ſoil is ſo fertile that: an army oof Mahrattas 


might ſubſiſt in it for any length of time. It i is 
full of ſtrong forts for the ſecurity of plunder ; . 
and from hence in the courſe of one ſeaſon theit 
ravages might have been extended through the 
dominions of the Vizier into Bengal. When 


therefore the Mahrattas were maſters of the King's 


perſon and of Dehly, and threatened to invade 
the country of an ally, whom by treaty, and 
from policy we were bound to defend, it was 
abſolutely neceſſary either to conclude a defenſive ; 
alliance with the Rohillas, of, to 1 potenter 
of their count. | 


Many ſmall; ſtates in 8 17 1 pre. 


ciſely in the ſame ſituation. It was impoſſible 
that they could remain neuter in our approaching 
n with the N n 


they onen, ö 
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vade Rohilcund, but we arrived ſo opportunely 


Feſentment for this breach of faith cann 


0 "I * . 
ded un ullianbe With 'the Vidier and the Company; | 


_ bywhich\>welengapeFto/protect"theit obuntty 
from the ravages of the Mabrattas'3' they on 
their part Were tb joih us with their forces And 
ar the eoneluſton of the campaign to pay forty 
| lacks of rupees; as as; ce of the ex- 


pences ef the t. #6 tht mon bs 
The Mahrattas, as 1 before obſerved; did-in- 


that they were obliged to retreat very precipitate- 


ly. The Rohillas as we advanced peremptorily 


refuſed to join us, and it was propoſed: to ſtorm 


their camp; which they prevented, by forming 


à junction when we were upon __ ROW of car- 


Trying this deſign into executio .. 


On the return of our troops to ul the Vi- 
vier demanded the ſtipulated payment of forty 


melee, bie kt firſt was 5 evaded, and afterwards | 


Wbſolurely' refuſed. ö Sec 
Such was the fate of his: been when Mr, 


Hiſtings met the Vizier at Benares,” 00 11517 


That the Rohillas would dread he Vickes 
10t be 
doubted; and that; to guard themſelves apainſt 


the effects Of it, they word applycto the Mah- 


rattas for aſſiſtance Was bighiy probable ws - 
truth they did negoeclate With them. 1 need 
got mention the many fatal conſequences With 


"I Which fob" an AlRatte would Have been üttend. 
't Week rene wg War estesde ui 


ſecured 


| mt» andi their alliance with his enemie 
T be advantages which the at- Iodia Com- 
pany were to reap from the war, were great in- 
deed: Our exhauſted provinces were to be relie- 
ved from the pay of a third part of our army 


tee 


ſoctivgcials frontier of an ally and 88 on 
us and it wWas founded on their besch. of trea-· 


„ I on 


during the ſervice; and we were to receive 


N lacks of rupees at the concluſion of it. 


The danger enen from an increaſe of: 


the Vizier's power was merely. ideal, as the 
event has fully proved. Mr. Haſtings," who 
had ſtudied bis character, knew it perfectly 


well; but the gentlemen at home, who had for 


a long time been alarmed by accounts of the 
dangerous ambition and high ſpirit of Sujah 
Dowlah, deemed every addition which we might 

make to his power a meaſure founded upon wrong. 

Z policy. Fortunately, however, for the Company 

| and the Britiſh" nation, the man Who managed 3 

their political affairs in Bengal clearly law 85 


and ſteadily purſued their true intereſts. 


„The Rohilla war commenced, in 1774, the : 
conqueſt of the country was effected in ſeven 
months, and an equitable peace was concluded 
with Fyzula Cawn, the principal Rohilla chief, 

3 Which has continued from that 
4 rupted., Weh Inter sch 59 Hotriof tba t 
3: -hquld exceed the, boundz which: I bave pre- 

eat e a g of 
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-Me« Haſtings's: public proceedingt from lis te- 
turn to Caleutta in September 17 73, to, dhe | 
commencement of the new. Government in Oc- - 


tober 1774. when his authority was.effeQually 
angihilated. But the concurrent teſtimonysof 

of che Engliſh, gentlemen then in Bengal, the 
_ . flovriſhing ſtate of the Company's affairs, the in- 
Creaſe of Wealth, and the affection ſhewn by the 
natives to our nm, are ample proofs 
every moment of his time was employed in 


<Q fy 
= - — 2 


In the year 1767 I travelled four hundred 
mie through that country, it was very thinly 

inhabited; the appearance of an European ich 
bis attendants excited diſtruſt, and apprehenſion. 

I have travelled the ſame road ſince er period; 


alk then found it in high cultivation. The na- 


tives, ſecure under the protection of en and 
equal laws, were inereaſing in numbers, and no 


| er looked upon Engliſhmen as enemies. 1¹ 


It is certain, however clamour may dare ob- 


1 the truth, that the lower ranks of peo- 
ple in no part of the world live more happily, 
or are r than the natives of Ben- 
b 58 and Bahar. The abuſes which exiſted after 
5 en ee SR more to be at- 
——— defeRive-Fyſtetn of Government 
than to the want of inclination to correct them 


in che members of ddminiſtration of Gould | 


dale abuſes nn * ry 


eic | | e and 


purſuing the true intereſts of bis conſtituents. 


1 
0 
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AT mntibga bes unbiben tiehedbidbseün 


cche forms of a double Government. 0113 


0 Mare Futthigs's accefllon 10 che char he 
latirely new modelled the pablio öffices; ahd 


allotted to each its diſtinet buſiheſs. The mode 


of collecting che revenues, as Welk; as che quan- 
tum to be collected; had heretofore been regula- 


ted by the reſident of the Durbar and Mahomed 
Riza Cawn ; and even after the eſtabliſhment of 


provincial councils, Moorſhedab 


1 con ti 4 ch 


* 


the Company's affairs; which, when he ſuceeed- 


ted to the chair, were to all appearance irretrieva- 

ble, bore the ſtrongeſt aſpect of affluence and : 

1: proſperity, The time however Was mawnoome 
1 Wwben the abilities oft the man Who had dons fo =» 

eee dase | 


bas ” a „ e his 


ſeat of Government. But when the double Go- 
vernment, as it has been properly called, was 
aboliſhed, Mr. Haſtings removed all the native 
officers of it to Calcutta, and brought every de- 
n of "finance tera before the 


3 * 344 3 d * 


collections, rt the various ononticat reforins, | 
74 Which, -notwithſtanding the difficulties prevent- 

ing, and the odium conſequent, he had effected 
in the ſhort ſpace of thirty months, added to 
0 3 ſupply of treaſure, which the treaty of Be. 
nares afforded, had: raiſed the reputation of the 
government of Bengal to the higheſt pitch, and 


(Cann » | 
| — as x ſubject for publie deri 


AWW, noqu b Heſter} 53 of Rotor o ive: 
-2Onithe''xgth-of Octocter General Clavering;, 
Colonel Monſdny: and Mt. Francis, arrived in 
Calcutta and with the Governor-General and. 
Mr. Barwell, compoſed the Supreme Councibof 
India. No Government could have commenced 
under more favourable circumſtances. Our 
treaſury was full; foreign trade flouriſhed: to a 
5 greater degree than had ever been known in Ben- 
gal. Inland commerce was freed from every 
im politic reſtriction. The reputation of our arms 
Was great, and the ſupply of wealth to Great- 
Britain by the inveſtment (the only proper mode 
of entiching our native country from India) had 
increaſed every year ſince Mr. Haſtings came to 
the Government. The Gentlemen who then ar- 
rived from England had no perſonal” eonnec- 
| tions to ge gratify; they had not been bred up in 
the gl s ſervice; nor had they formed 
Ffriendſhips, to which a ſmall portion of their 
conſtituent's intereſts might have ſometimes 
been ſacrificed; (human nature will ftill be the 
_ fame?!) and their own' appointments were ſo am- 
ple as to preelude even che temptation to act 
from intereſted motives.” With ſuch advantages, 
Weh has it Happened that che Britiſm nation has 
erer Py choſe good effeQs Which the 
Wilde öf'tlle Legiflatöfe predicted When the 
; Sept cane , Nera 8 eftednnted f 8 


« 23: 7 
mall relate facts as they happened | 


ut a 


wiſh to reflect in the ſmalleſt degree upon Wo 


gentlemen) of great honour and undoubted inte- 
grity, who are now! no mores: and Whos I think, 
would have heartily co- Operated with Mr. Haſ- 
tings, if mucb pains | had not been taken to de- 
ceive them by deſigning men, who unfortunate- 


 ly:were but too en in ſo e an 


| b TER: HP XS 10 15 , 15 


Although Mr. „ Hiflinpss cds an adding 
to his former title by the act which conſtituted 
the Supreme. Council, his powers were confide- 
rably curtailed. by the inſtructions of the Court 
of Directors. Under theſe eircumſtances, be ; 


was at firſt undetermined, whether to reſign, qr 
to retain the Government, but the violent con- 


duct of a decided majority determined, him .to 3 
remain in the chair at all events. 8 
I be flame of oppoſition broke 8 W great 
5 . at the ſecond meeting of the Supreme 
Council. The Governor-General, for the infor · 
a mation of his colleagues, drew up a clear and 
diſtinct ſtatement of our political ſituation. Our 


53 


alliances with the Vizier, the advantages which 


We bad already received, and might in future 


expect to receive from it. Our alliances or con 


nections witch the native, powers in Indoſtan, 


and every other particular xx hich i WW 2s, neceſſar 


 19:t0, communigate.ra,Geptlemen .yeſted with-lo 
bigh- public wat 896 Mae ue e 


m e were 
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E. price * blood. Our y was Sed, in 
the dominions of a ally, to the moſt 1 
imminent dangers, and the majority determined 

io recall it immediately, provided the retreat could 
be effected with ſecurity to our o 3 95 
though! at chat time Fitz Ulla ſtill ſtood out; 
and by abandt 
Which we were to recelde from him would not 
bave been demanduble. Feen 


F 


cane 1 moment they were 


to govern. Jo elueidate ſome — p39IY 
nates, Mr. Haſtings delivered into the Board 
ſevetal extracts from Mr. Middleton's letters, 


who had refided for ſome months as "Wo! © qe og on 


3 at the Court of Sujah Dowlah. CREE 


A member of the Board, Colonel Monſon, in- 
mediately propoſed that the Goveinor Gunthu: 


ſhould lay before them the whole correſpon- © 
Cence of Mr. Middieron. This was fo dire + 
an attack upon the honour of Mr. Haſtings; 
that be abſolutely refuſed to comply with the 
requiſition ; and from this moment waar 
the attack upon his former adminiſtration.” | 
They began with the Rohilla war. It was FY 
War, they faid, which would bring beser fn 
ons the nation. The aeg to be neces, 2 


oning the Vizler the fifty ber, 


B proceedings thus ent and unjuſtifiable, 


451893Y 10 AI ads a * } 26 the” 
'S: 


cearneſtneſs of the Gov 
delay in the execution of theſe intemperate r- 
ders had fortunately ſome effect. I he non- 
payment of the ſubſidy due from the deter 5 
the Company was the principal cauſe aſſigned 
fer the recall of our army, although the bad po- 
licy of advancing our troops beyond the Ca- 
rumnaſſa was warmly inſiſted upon at the 
ſame time. A part of the money due by the 


ti 230 Wh 


che Com pany had heatly-beet: forfeitedy: but the 
vernor General for a ſhort 


treaty was ſoon after paid by the Vizier; this 


payment as well as that of the remainder was . 


repreſented as the recovery of a deſperate debt, 


3 and it was confidently aſſerted, that the recover 
of ſo large a ſum was owing to the firmneſs 3 n 
reſolution of the majority, though 1 it had never 
been conceived that he meant to deduet * 
part of the payment. 


Mr. Middleton was 8 oli e 


TY Ration; and Mr. Br iſtow, the confidential, 
f friend of Mr. Francis, appointed Reſident. at 
the Vizier's court im hie oom. 


The Governor-General's oe; in ee 


which had already been referred to the judgment 


of the. Court of Directors was ſeverely attacx- 
ed, a moſt; melancholy: picture was drawn of the 
diſtreſſed. ſtate, of the provinces. The natives 


were ſaid to groan under eyery ſpecies of Op 


lit! nt Has Jus eu 29 1 


ke mer md spd n e b „% 
n of Cheyh Sing, the N of . 


«ta Tm 
preffob; and even Hörders 10 ae Hoot coin 
mitted with impunity in our moſt populous e tits 
ties, ane! univertalFriin predicted. m n 
"Tv thoſe WhO for more than two years had 
lived under * a Government, vigorous far beyond 
N What had e ever been Noc in India, ſuch a re- 
preſentation appeared extraordinary indeed. On 
Mr. Haſtings' 8 arrival, our dominions and bur . 
influence were bounded by the banks of the Ca- 
rumnaſſa. The Company was ſinking under the 
5 weight of a heavy bond- debt, an expenſive <ivit 
£ eſtabliſhment, and an army which coſt more 
55 than a million ſterling annually, and Which cou 


= not With prudence have been confi defably re- 


formed. "When the majority of the Supreme 


Council aſſumed the Government, the bond- 5 
debt was reduced, and funds provided for pay- 


8 ing off the remainder; the public diſburſements 


were regulated ; ; the pay of a third of our army 
Was furniſhed by Sujah Dowlab, and by its 
remaining in Oude we had a proſpect of Kill 
farther advantages, which were afterward rea- 75 
Bed. 5 8 a 
5 Mr. Haflings, ſenſible of theſe: avi, 
22g of the falſhood of the gloomy preſages of 
the majority, in his ſeparate letters to the Diree. 
drs, aſſured them, kbat theit affairs were at no 
former period in i flouriſhing a ſituation, that 
they would rective/a large inveſtinent; the bond- 
Heb LA! be el 0 . a ki 1 8 for teoti- i 


' 6 
#5 


. 


65 che treaſury for emergencies. in the courſe 


off the following ſeaſon. 1 4 $387988 8: 5 A * 
Te majority contradicted and ridiculed this, 


Wal! 


repreſentation, . but the event has proved that it 


was not made without full confideration, nor. 


can it be denied that Mr. Haſtings alone is enti- 


tled to the merit of paying off a debt of a mil- 


lion and a half, of reſerving an equal ſum in the 
treaſury of Bengal, of ſupplying Madras, Bom- 
bay, and China, with caſh, and adding very 


conſiderably to the annual inveſtment. His civil 
regulations in 1772, and his negociations with 


Swah | Dowlah in 1773 have, in their conſe- 


quences, fixed us fo ſecurely in the poſſeſſion of 


: Indoſtan, from the ſource of the Ganges to the 
Ocean, notwithſtanding the temporary diſtreſs 


under which we now labour, from Hyder Ally 


. Cawn⸗ 8 ſucceſſes in the Carnatic, that we are in 


no danger of a reverſe of fortune, except from : 


internal, difſentions. - A 
Ha the condemnation of paſt meaſures no 
public act of the Governor -Generab's was paſſed 
over without a comment. By giving vp Corah | 


and Allahabad to the Vizier, he ſold what was 
the property of another; ; by withholding the 


: tribute which we were by treaty engaged to pay 5 
to the King, he forfeited the national faith; and 


even admitting that it would have been impru- 


dent to furniſn his Majeſty with ſo large a ſum, 
- e * a r J. the e it 
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1 Ke» 
| ovphiutbafiznubarerbols referved as a Hepoſſte 
in Talcuttaa Probably the dowfequendds of 'qwirh- 
Folding iftok-a ſum as-a<corpreicof/rrupeesvfrom 
circulation hohen we cbuld hard ly find money 
forvourmecelſary: expebces; dvaG not conſide rel 
bythe majvrity However as the Coùrt of Di- 
rectars in the firſt letter hich was received from 
them in g very highly approved of the file = 
of Corah, and the non-payment of the tribute, 
no farther remarks were made on Mr. mee 2 
conduct in theſe points. 3 1011. 


Lnow enter, and I Safe with Aae on "4 


upon the conduct of the majority towards Mr. 


5 Haſtings: as a private gentleman, in Which his 
reputation and his fortune were principally on- 


cerned. I lament fincerely that gentlemen of 


high bonour and unblemiſhed characters ſhould | 


have been ſo warped by their RT _ 
ſuch ape the fatal effects of party ſpirit. 
This attack was authoriſed by a very im 0 5 
Acc, though well meaning order of the Court of 
Directors; ** That the Supreme Council ſhould 


1 inquire into paſt abuſes,” A ſimilar order 


nl been given to; Mr. Haſtipgs on his acceſſion 
to the Goverament, and it r needleſs to la- 
mens; 8 fatal conſequendes which Were occa· 
ſionediby an inattention to his opinion upon it. 
Ms. Haſtings had fonnd it impoſſible to detect 
orqto i pyniſh thoſe o hado abuſed the: confi- 


1250 q War ats in tens. * [voluabbn canoe. | 


«m9 ) 
Maxloſt, and much odiuimincurcedcbyithecar- 
tempt.o Mr. Verelſt and Mir. Cartier were men 
l/ honour, hoe public wirtue could not be 
better proyed than by the very moderate amount 
of the fortunes which they brought home with 
them. From various cauſes however, the Com- 
pany's affairs were in great confuſion, and the 
Directors attributing it to the bad management 
of their ſervants in Bengal, were, with reaſon, 
anxious to detect thoſe who. were guilty, and 
therefore earneſtly preſſed Mr. Haſtings to com- 
menee a retroſpect of their conduct. But when 
the Supreme Council arrived in Bengal, our af. 
fairs were in fo flouriſhing a ſtate” nga duch "a 
dns was ſurely unneceffary, ENTS 
I will quote Mr. Haſtings's opinion vpe this 
wie; it reflects the greateſt honour upon 
binn The letter from which I have taken the 
5 following extract is dated the rith of Novem- 
ber 17/7/35 and if not received in London be- 
fore the departure of the majority of the Su- 
preme Council, muſt have been een. o 5 
them very ſhortly after. 
All my letters addkeſſed to wur Wonne 
Court, and to the Select Committee, repeat 
the ſtrongeſt promiſes af proſecuting the in- 
% quiries into the conduct of your ſervants, 
#-which you had been pleaſed to commit parti- | 
* cularly to my charge. Lou wilt readily be- 
ie ve c that fl hm W thoſe 
E 1 0 * decla- 


MM 


oe ver you might have delegated that charge, 


( 39; * 8 


| « declerations, ſince it would have argued. great 


(c 


he _ my, inability to perform them. 


4. 


e 


in diſeretion to have made them, had Iforeſeen 


1 find myſelf 
no under the diſagreeable neceſſity of aW . 


ing that inability; at the fame time that! Will 


* boldly take upon me to affirm, that on whom-. 


c« 
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it would, have been ſufficient to occupy. the. 
entire attention of thoſe who were entruſted. 
with it, and even with all the aids of leiſure 
and authority would have proved ineffectual. 


I dare appeal to the public records, to the tor... 


timony of thoſe who have opportunities of 
| knowing me, and even to the detail which the 
public voice can repeat of the paſt acts of 
this government, that my time has been nei- 
e ther idly nor uſeleſſiy employed. Vet ſuch 
are the cares and embaraſſments of this va- 
rious ſtate, that although much may be done, 
much more even in matters of moment muſt 
remain neglected. To ſelect from the miſcel- 
laneous heap which each day's exigencies pre- 
ſents to our choice, thoſe points on which the 
general welfare of your affairs moſt eſſentially 
depends, to provide expedients fot future ad- 
vantages, and guard againſt p robable evils, 
are all that your adminiſtration ein Kanal 55 


„ promiſe to perform for your ſet vice; With | 
ir united labours moſt diligently exerted. 
5 cannot look back without ſacrificing | 


mog: wor 912100 10a by: 4 the 
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i (& 38% ); 
| the objects of their immediate duty, Which 
ö are thoſe of your intereſts, to uſeleſs reſearelies, ; 
| 3 © Which! Ein produce no real good, and may ex- 
| pode your affairs to all tbe ruinbus Confedden- 
—_ MC; perſonal” malevolence both! BL you! at 
e 90 15d, t 959 
. May I be pea: to offer it 10 al "ache." 
1 rence and ſubmiſſion to your commands, as 
. my opinion, that whatever may have been the. 
46 conduct of individuals, or even of the collec- ; 
« tive members of your former adminiſtrations, 
o the blame! is not ſo much imputable to them as 
to a want of principle of government adequate 
| to its ſubſtance, and a coercive power to en- 
5 force it. The extent of Bengal and its poſſi- 
_ << ble reſources are equal to thoſe. of moſt ſtates 
“& in Europe. Its difficulties are greater than 
« thoſe, of any, becauſe it wants both an eſta- 
60 bliſhed form and powers of government; 
4. deriving its actual ſupport from the unremit- 
e ted labours and perſonal exertions of indivi- 
= duals. in power, inſtead of the vital influence 
10 which. flows through the channels of a regu- 
« lar conſtitution, and, imperceptibly , animates 
« every, part of; 79 Our conſtitution is no 
ec here to be traced but 1 In the ancient charters 5 
Which were framed for the jvriſdiction of your. | 
| 4 trading ſettlements, 12 ſales of your Flat ts, 
* and the prowifon of your anyal j Nyc pps. 
4 1 need not obſerve 10W * theſe 5 
„ muſt 
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© muſt prove to the government of a great 
«, kin dom, and for the preſetvation of its 


« riches from Private violence and embezzle- 1 


7 
* 08 Among your ſervants, who for a edurte of 
0 years have been left at large, in poſſeſſion of ſo 
— tempting a depoſite, i it is not to be wondered 
« at, that many have applied it to the advance- 
* ment of their own fortunes : Or that thoſe” 
«© who were poſſeſſed of abilities to introduce a 


60 ſyſtem of order, ſhould have been drawn 
along by the general current; ſince few men 


* are formed with ſo large a ſhare of public vir- 


tue as to ſacrifice their intereſt, peace, and 


,« ſocial feelings to it, and to begin the work 6 5 
. reformation on n themſelves, 8 — 


— 1 


a © ſabe of this nature, roach my own ; 
juſtification has made it in ſome meaſure ne- b 


KL K 


* ceſſary; but that your late advices haye gi- 
© ven hopes that we ſhall ſpeedily be furniſhed 


with your inſtructions for eſtabliſhing A ſyſtem D 


' ©. of law and polity, which we hitherto want, 

« Whenever this work ſhall be accompliſhed 

on a foundation of conſiſtency and permanen- 

«& cy, I will venture to foretel, from the know- 

: « ledge \ which I have of the general habits and 
. manners of your ſervants, that you will have ; 


as few inſtances of licept tie uf 


. c« your | 


p- AS 2 T Hour 18755 Ie bus * 2155 of N * * | 4 "$i * | 


FS F3 


” x8 » 


* wo e CN Ne row. Ram » 


yg our Tervants as amonglt the memb r — 
UE community in the Britifh' empife® © * Rat 7 
_ What impreſſion this ſolid and concluſive rea- 
7 5 of the Governor-General mide upon the 
Court of Directors. is not known; but the Eaſt- 
< lodia/Company would have felt the good effects 
of it moſt ſenſibly, if, in conſequence of this 
opinion, and the communication of his ideas 
upon the ſyſtem of law and policy, the Court of 
Directors had new-modelled their inſtructions. 
The diſagreement in the Supreme Council be- 
.came the general ſubjects of converſation in 
India. New hopes and fears were excited in 
0 all every former tranſaction of Government 
Was harſhly ceuſured and the majority publicly 
declared, that they expected Mr. Haſtings would 
be diſmiſſed with diſgrace from his ſtation, as 
| foon as their repreſentations arrived in England. 
When every act of Goverument which could 
7 attributed to Mr. Haſtings had been can- 
vaſſed, his private character was attacked, and 
the man Who had filled the moſt important ſta- 
tions in India with an unblemiſhed reputation, 15 
_ who, might. with eaſe. have accumulated a for- 
tune of two hundred thouſand pounds, during 
_the many years that be Was refident at the Court 
f Meer Jaſßer, but who, it is well. known, 
:” Fetproed to bis native country without a compe- 
: tency, was publicly accuſed of the moſt flagrant 
acts of d and extortion, and of —_ 
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To thoſe who are acquainted with me molle- | 
ration, of Mr. Haſtings's character, with his ne- 
glect of his private intereſt, this accuſation ap- 
peared as abſurd as it was ill founded; but 'the 


proof was at hand, and Nundcomar - ſtepped 


forth to ſupport What they had advanced. It 


would indeed have been a cruel cireùmſtance if 
the oath of Nundcomar had operate 
advantage even of a man as bad as himſelf; 


to the diſ- 


—— Y FED 


that it ſhould have had the leaſt weight in the 
accuſation of à character ſo reſpectable, and ſo 
firmly eſtabliſned as the Governor General's, 
will hardly be credited when the ſpirit of party 


as ſubſided! yet certain it is, that upon the 
aſſertion of this wreteb, the majority fixed Mtr. 
Haſtings's fortune at forty lacks of rupees. 
To gentlemen at all converſant in the affairs 


iq 10 


of Bengal, the character of Nundcomar was Well 
known. Mr. Haſtings had employed him on 
his firſt arrival at the expreſs defire of the Direc- 
tors, to whom he had boy ona his/ſentiments 
of the man" very fredly, Tie in fact foretold to 
them the Lee, Would e act, if he e 75 = 
Rad an portijtiity. © Caprain FT WO in lt 

_ Evidence befbre à Cötmimittee ade lie o 
Sohm) et il Lo bd een 
bepeltedly guilty of fofgery, and for this crime 

be ſuffered death in o Aug 1775 Y whether 
" OT 


"Ez 


= d fqrtune of four hundred thduftndd 
pounds in little more than two years. 
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iaty legally has been queſtioned, but there 
never was a doubt of the fa of his being per- 


Znged, not of the majority knowing he Was ſd, 


when they een his ſervice in aceuſing Mr. 


Haſtings. W417 ha3 rf 3R 916 onw 31007 9 

| ee debe he Was committed to cuſto- 
dy, had opened what may properly be called an 
information office in Calcutta. It was” well 
known, that he was countenanced by the majo- 
| rity. I am very clear that neither General Cla- 
vering or Colonel Monſon, were aware of the 


dangerous uſe to Which he would apply the N 


Power which he had acquired; but certain it 
is that the moſt liberal encouragement was given 


to informers of every denomination by the ma- 


jority. Accuſations as abſurd as improbable 


were hourly received againſt the Goyernor-Ge- 


neral; but although diveſted of all power, al- 
though Nundcomar was poſſeſſed of the means 


of proving his guilt had he really been guilty, 


after the fulleſt inquiry, with rewards offered on 
; the one hand and puniſhments denounced / on 


the other in order to procure the evidence which 


he wanted to criminate the Governor-General, 
nothing appeared that reflected either upon his 


honour or bis integrity ; unleſs it could be deems 


ed a crime to to receive from a, Nabob a certain 
fixed ſum 45 bis expeneces during his refigenge 


x e abad, in, conformity to the cuſtoms 
of the country, and o the examples, which had 


_ emily eic 101 bis bh 10 wig yl [9 beer 
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ſet: bim y his predeceffors; Lotd Olveibr. 


Free and 22 7 Cartier. It Was ackBow leg 
George Wombwelt in the” Gbhetal 
177 6, chr the allowance was to be 


fe 
ta 


7 Sir 


339119 


burt In 1 


2 and that if he had given the Company 


: credit for it, he might have charged them the 
expences of his progreſs: this allowance had 
been ſettled. 1 2 Lord. Clive in lieu wt! Oy 
ANCE, 2 : 

Let it for a moment bb ſuppoſed! ie Mr. 

Hallig had accumulated the large fortune 


74 


1608 


Which the majority ſuppoſed him to be poſſeſſed 
1 Was it made at the expence of the Eaſt- 


Iadia Company —had he added to the Weight of 


their bonded debt - had he involved them in dan 


hs gerous « or expenſive alliances—had he neglected | 


to make the neceſſary remittances of caſh to our 


: other Pieſidencies, or to China —or had he di- 
miniſhed the annual inveſtment to Europe 


there, might have been ſome excuſe for inquiring 


into the amount of his private fortune, and how - 


| he had amaſſed it. But when this inquiry com- 


menced, the Company' s bond- debt of a million 


and an half was paying off; ſupplies had been 
ſent to China, Fort St. George, and Bombay; 
- two additional ſhips/!the! Anſon and the Nor- 
thumberland, bad been taken up in 


in Calcutta. 


So much was the inveſtment increaſed; and the 
sdesch of Sujah Dowlah gave us a pteſpect of 


21197. 
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1 
«ill, farther dae our Pr of ing * 
ence, and our reſou 08% IN Hr 8 15155 7 | 
e Hpweyer, I will take vpon me to affirm that 
When the amount f the Goyernor-General's pri- 
vate fortune is known, it will appear to the moſt 
- moderate - man in England to be greatly. inade- 


quate either to dhe N or to eee of 
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During theſe violent attacks upon che charac- 
ter of Mr. Haſtings, all public buſineſs was ſuſ- 
Panded. The inferior ſervants of the Company 
were divided into parties, and after the example 
19 the Preſidency, each Provincial Council had 

its majority and minority. Expenſive proſecu- 


tions were commenced in the Supreme Court of 
Judicature againſt the Governor - General of In- 
| dia, who was reluctantly obliged, in vindica- f 
tion of his own honour, to bear a part in this 


diſagreeable ſcene. At a time when our domi- ; 
nions and our influence were ſo greatly increa- 


ſed, at a time when the gentlemen of Bombay 
had commenced a war againſt the Mahrattas, at 
a time when the attention of every member of 


the Board ſhould have been entirely employed 


in the conſideration of the great political queſ- 


tions which were before them — at this time, 
the Governor- General and Council were attend- 


ing as evidences or parties in a+ Court of law; 


3 Haſtings in his own defence; and the gen- 8 


lüge of the majority, as guardians of the inte. 
bels ; 


VV 
; | reſts of the Eaſt-India Company, to criminate 
7 the man who had ſo eſſcotially ſerved his conſti- 


tuents. © 3 175 87 74012 E © * * TY 22922 evan pf 
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80 futary were the regulations which Mr 
42 Haſtings had eftabliſhed,, 10 firmly was the Go. 
vernment fixed in all its parts, that notwith⸗ 
Randing theſe unhappy, diſſenſions, our affairs 
were at no former period in fo flouriſhing a ſitu- 
ation ; and i in the courſe of. the years 1775 and 
1776, every promiſe 1 which the Governor-Gene- 
ral had made to the Court of Directors was amp- 
 Iy fulfilled. Whether this proſperity was owing 
to Mr. Haſtings's regulations, and the political 
connections which he formed previous to the 
igth of October 1774, or to the abilities and ex- 
ertions of the Supreme Council, fince that pe. 
riod, can at once be determined by an eramina- : 
tion of the Company's records. 1 4 
A treaty highly advantageous to the Compa- 5 
ny Was concluded with Aſoph Ul Dowlab, by 
rrhich the ſovereignty of Benares Was transfer- 
red to us, and a net revenue of twenty-four © 
N lacks of rupees acquired. The continuance of 
a brigade in the Vizier's dominions was another 
article of the treaty, and the ſubſidy fixed at two 
5 lacks and; ſixty thonſand rupees a month. Let 0 
| not, the Governor-General "be? deprived of the 
: merit of theſe important aequiſitions. The ma- 
Jority would neter have agreed to advance our” 
| r109p5; heyond the bouhds of the Caramnaffa; 3235 
PPP 010% uf 8 they ll : 
1 gibi ai 10019700 & 10 21% 20 THEW ep | 
756 noise! eich 1 Wiagib 0 05 dubai . 
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Nes, een 
Oempany. The provinces of e Cora, 


and Allahabad would have. been torn. by civil 
wits; and muſt, in the end, have been bel. 


either by Nuzoph Cawn or the Mahrattas. 


| ow” September 1776 Colonel Monſon died. 
No man was more ready to do juſtice to that 


e tleman 8 abilities than Mr. Haſtings, or more 
Ke lamented the unhappy prejudices Whick 


| he" imbibed on his firſt arrival in Bengal. Bted 


| a ſoldier, and having ſerved with diſtinguiſhed 


reputation in India, he was admirably calculated 


for the command of our army in Wag to 
which, had, he fortunately been appointed, and” 


confined. to his profeſſional duties, the Company 


b would have experienced the good effects of bis 
5 return to India. in a very ſenſible degree. S 


At this period too we received advice of the © 


extraordinary revolution at Madras. The Su. 
preme Council were unanimous in their pl . 

_ the meaſures, to be taken upon ſo Efitical'an” © 
occafion, and of the powers which Lord Pigot \ 


claimed, 28 prefident of 4 Council in whicthe”” . 
hadoonly a caſting voice when the numbers were 
equal. That the powers of a Governor in India 


are very inadequate to the dignity of his ſation, | 


and 


4-28.) 
ved. Win, Fi * 7009 noirlovsr 1601 157k 
aber is 1 


it, Er bepond. 
a Upstot 
beetbteed it very fre 
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6eh to the Court of Dite A 
tors, in the letter of which I have already _ 
* extract: but until thoſe powers are enlarged, a 
Governor, with a majority againſt him, muſt bea 
mere cypher. The Governot-General had only ta- 
ken upon him to break up the Council, when the 
maſority had called Nundcomar before them, for 
dere purpoſe of preferring a criminal 
accufation againſt their Preſident, and the firſt 
Btitiſh ſubject in India. For this ſmall exertiog. 
of Authority he was ſeverely reprimanded by the” 
Court of Directors, and plainly informed, that he 
had no diſtinct authority annexed to his ſtation, 
but that all the powers of government were veſ- 
red in a majority of the Board. Could the Go- if 
vernor-General allow that a law which was'to 
bind him, was not of force when applied to the 
Governor of a ſubordinate preſideney. The 
Court of Directors“ ſentiments on this ſubje& 5 
were of ſu ficient force to determine the Supreme 
Council, had the reference made to them by the 
_ gentlemen of Fort Bt, e Wan a er 1 
difficulty. 5 
It was nee derer toy when ion cwurbetey bull 
becauſe Mr. Stratton has publiſhed ſome 
"i 2 Qs if Wr Auer bien ue, re. 


| General's £ 
claimed to every power in Indoſtan. While Mr. 
Briſtow remained at Lucknow, Mr. Haſtings, 
could only be looked upon as the conſtrained in- 
ſtrument of an authority raiſed upon the ruin af 
bis nn dene wat, wha e duſpu- 


5 Wl 4 5* 
after that revolution, From, which it might appear 
chat he was intereſted in the. diſpur > Althovgh he. 


had. not the ſmalleſt perſona concern in it. To. 
thoſe who have ſeen the whole n BY. Et 


"ſign 18 unneceſlary. 8 


By the orders of the 8 wiſely framed. 


ks a view to comply with Afiatic cuſtoms, all; 


political negociations are conducted though the 


= channel of the Governors of the different pteſiden - 
cies. A native of India can have no idea of a 


participation of power, and he very mani 


cConcludes that a Governor is either abſolute, or 
has no power in the ſtate over which he preſides. 


. When. the connection of this government with. 


OY Dowla, was more cloſely cemented, Mr. 

. Haſtings thought proper to appoint Mr. Natha- - 
nael Middleton his private agent at the court 

of that prince. When the Supreme Councii 
Was divided i into two diſtin& parties, Mr. Mid- 


dleton was recalled, and Mr. Briſtow, the confi-. 


At friend of, Mr. - Francis, e in bis 


By this flep the anckilayey: as Pry MR 
litical influence was completely pro- 


(# "Rs 


127 period of Colon! for's' Benken 
time of Mr. Middleton's re. pointment te the 
Mieters Court,” the attention of every mat from 


1 Calcutta to Delhy was fixed upon this inglese 
g point, as the ctiterion, by which he Was to judge, 


whether Mr. Haſtings meant to retain or to give 
up the government, ' T do not reſt the propriety 
of this meaſure upon the obligation Which Mt, 
| Haſtings lay under, of doing an act of juſtice'to" 
am individual who had ſuffered ſeverely. for his 
1 to him. But 1 infiſt upon it, that 
the public ſervice could not be carried on 


with effect, while an opinion prevailed 1 in Oude, 


5 that Mr. Haſtings was upon the point of quit- 


* 


ting t the Chair; and ſuch would have been the 
conclufion. had ] Mr. Briſtow been permitted t to te. 


main there. He was known to be the confidential 
; friend of Mr. Francis; and however Mr. Haſ- 


_ rings might have approved of his conduct, he 


could not give a perſon ſo ſituated his. entire Jing 
fidence, even admitting it poſſible to anſwer tl 


other objections which 1 will wen 10 affirm 


; are not to be controver ted. at Zoe 
41 The, Goyernor- General ſurely. { 
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oſe:.upon.. w * 
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5 J auld, not. be | 
expected io conduct the complicated affairs of an 
extenſive empire, where our countrymen, bear ſo 


ry. ſmall. a; proportion in Ppoipt of; numbers to - 
: the natives, u on ineiples ſo different from 


N ich, all, gaüptties, are regulated! 
and ER totally et n base W the- 


 Intendant of che 


1 * 
- 
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late majority profeſſedly acted! The late Mr. 
 Blaydell, was: deprived - of the office of ſuper⸗ 
Hlice (Which was immediately 


given to the brother: in· law of Mr. Francis) for 
his activity in preſenting an addreſs to the chief 
juſtice that was obnoxious to the majority.“ 21 Mr. 

Play dell complained bitterly of the ill ulage 
which he bad received, bu it was obſerved in 


reply that What had happened to him, was the 


chance of the worthieſt men in England up 


| every change i in adminiſtration, and that no wiſe 


government would ever employ men in offices of 


truſt under them of whoſe attachment they 
were not very well aſſured. This reaſoning: bow- 
eyer it may appear in the caſe of Mr. Play dell, 5 
whoſe appointment was of very little conſequence” 
to the ſlate, it is s ſurely concluſive in that now ! be- 
fore us. * 2 
27 he removal of Mr. Fowke from Bette : 


| was from the ſame motive. 


#5 r 
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Benares is one of the nebeſt cities in I. 


of all political buſineſs. Vacqueels or 


from every prince in India refide here, and as the 
Fo wo in ee nary gre 4 how” the moſt 
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5 It is the'refidence of learned men, and the center” | 


ought natives te Cal. 


important in / Indoſtan;vitis ahſolutely necxſſary 


echt the anden F ennes thould-be depetdaite 
{Upon thin pipi was MiClFiawkeoenothere. 
by the majority, and upon the ſame principle 
Was he recalled after Colonel Monſon's death.” 
It is ſufficient to ſtate theſe facts as they: really 
are, and then the Governor-General's conduct 
15 towards Mr. Briſtow and Mr. Fowke will need. 
_--neither- a juſtification or an apology.” Whoever , 
hall attribute theſe removals to a perſona} pique, 
or ſhall conceive Mr. Haſtings capable of grati- 
fying a private reſentment at the expence of Mr. 
Briſtow and Mr. Fowke,: will be much "oY 
7 ved. He is too bern wal ee ſuch narrow 
I prinaiples ©: he Es 15 
Dobasgxery ſy 1 oy the G ee, 
_ | neral, however ſalutary, was oppoſed by General 
11 1oClaxering;, and ſuppoſed to be ultimately intended 
dis anſwer ſome private view. The ſettlement of - 
n . lands, having been made for five years only, 
was on the point of expiring ſoon after Colonel 
Monſon's death: Mr. Haſtings propoſed to ob- 
tain the fulleſt information of the ſtate of the 
Country, that the revenues might be fixed upon 
an equitable ſcale: to aſſiſt him in the labori- 
cus taſk which he had im poſed upon himſelf, he 
bad fixed upon two gentlemen of diſtinguiſhed 
1 e NY ns ' whoſe 
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| Oauncil 8 veſted che power 5 
of debiſion upon every pointoo Mach valuable 
infarmation Was procured and tranſmitted to 
the Court of Ditectors ind conſeguedte of This | 
2, inveſtigation; both as to the ſtate of the eoun- 
try and its population and teſourtes; but at 
that time it really appeared ſufficient to blaſt eve- 
ry ſcheme; however beneficial, that it was pro- 
poſed by Mt. Haſtings: The minority queſ- 
tionedd its legality; and General Clavering deno- 
minatedi it a trick to extort money from the Ze- 
mindars for the benefit of ok eng n his 
riend ss 551/51 ni 
Thbhe laſt md 20 of Me; Haſtiogv%admi- | 
oni wd, previous to the death of General Cla- 
vering Rm the increaſe of our military eſta- 
8 -- blichme nt; a-meaſure which has been attended 
with Wanne advantages to the publie and to in- 
aba and has effectually ſecured the eon - . 
tinuance of our influence in the extenſive domi- 
| viow of che Vizier, To ſet this matter on a 
ee of view, and to free it from the falſe 
lights which may be thrown upon mg Þ\ 890 
|. briefly relate the ſteps which led to it. 
Sajah Dowlah died in February 1778. His 
me ſon, Aſolph ul Dowlah, was declared the 
heir of his father's dominions, but he owed? his 
52 „ pesgeshle ſucceſſion to the Muſaud to tlie pre- 
2 ſence of out army.//:Intrigues were immediately 
3405 6 * 
and? and 
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and diſaffected, were many ficers in the intereſt, 
of his mrpetie6ts, "The Vize, juſth ala armed 10. ; 
 hisÞerfornatiafery; which had frequently been en- 7 
datigeted, based the moſt bach 5 155 bat. 
taliotls, and applied to the Su premie. Council for. 
Btitiſt officers to diſcipline thoſe which he! retain-. 
ed in his fervice. In Cleans of this requiſi- . 
tion nine captains and thirty ſubalterns were ap- 
pointed to his ſervice, and were to receive the 
pay of the rank next above that which they held 
in Bengal. No funds were fixed for the pay- 
ment of theſe officers, or of the troops which 
they were to command; ſo that in fact this new 
eſtabliſhn dent was ſubject to all thoſe inconyeni- 5 
exicies which it was meant to redreſs. 
-General ſpirit of mutiny broke out amongſt 
ths Wiser troops immediately after the arrival” 
of bur officers; this in ſome batallions was car - N 
ried to the moſt alarming lengths. Many officers | 
were ſeized, confined, and threatened” to be put 
to death. The ſtorm! at length ſubſided, The 
principal mutineers were puniſhed, and diſcipline” 


was in ſome meaſure reſtored. Many bowever 


were the difadvantages which our ſervice ſuſ- 


tained by this eftabliſkment; The emolüments ö 
wette ſo confiderable to theſe who had the good 
fortune to be appointed to the Vizier's ſervice, © 
rhat it created 4 general” ſbirlt of diſcoptent a. 
ae officers in Bey: gal; ed rrifling as 28 che 


Dns e fun __ 21023 es "161 Mi: 
(bag 90 blu ao do 210 : Hao 0 
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n ment Was in, point f--nymbers,, the £ex+ 


pence c of a it fo far cxeeeded. all bounds, Fee 
; Vizier Was ppabſe to keep, it up, .and ito, dil 7 5 
charge bis debt to the Company,  Gertainly,ia. 
' ſervice i in which the emoluments to individwals 
fo far exceeded thoſe ; in our Own, required, ſome. . 
regulations. þ Mr. Haſtings had ſeen the bad 
effects of a ſimilar eſtabliſhment i m the Carnatic, 
and the Com pany at this moment moſt ſeverely, 
feel it : upon Colonel Monſon” $ death he Pr op 3 
ted, a remedy . 155 


On the principle that our 7 and the, 
iter s were thus cloſely connected, Mr, Ha- 
tings brought his plan before the Board, Which 


WAS, that three SSOP: of, biene ds Oy - 


- poys, ſhould. be. added. 70 our eſtabliſhments, 
and with this addition of force we were to pra- 
tect the Vizier's dominions. The diſciplined 
corps in his ſervice were to form this body; and 
to fix them more firmly in our ſervice, they ere 
to take their tour of duty in our provinces, and 
to be ſubject to the ſame aegnlerian with report. 
do pay as the reſt; of out army. Tbe Vizier was 
5 e certain od hats. fo the. age, 
ment of theſe troops, ſo that this important, ad- 
dition to our army Was ae nn de ſmalleſt 

erbence te ine Fat: indie Companye,, cv 1, 
Beneficial as this plan muſt appear, and to 
-whick * one objection could be urged, the 
. 2 $8, mms 


f 2 9 
* 


aifßerlty of p 55 roc 0 78 the Yi 995 '* 1 46" it; 
it was. vehemently oppoſed, | Ar. Frägeis We 
tepded, that wr „ military arrangements" Wound, 
originate with t Commander ir in Obiet, e e. 
this was evidently a great political regulation 
of f the higheſt conſequence, The Genetal's Ob. : 
jections were numerous. The Vizier's conſent 
Was obtained through the agency of Mr. Mid- 
| dleton; the plan was ſoon after carried into exe- 
cution, and bas ſo completely anſwered every 
. good, end which was. propoſed by it, that e 
ven thoſe gentlemen who loſt confiderably by 
| the alteration, have been candid enough to de- 
elare, that no act of Mr. Haſtings- 8 adminiſtra: . 
tion redounds more to his honour or to the Com- 
pany's advantage, than this eſtabliſhment, fore 
med againſt the opinion of the Commander j . 
Chief, and the oppofition of Mr. F raneis. . 4 
The provinces of Oude, Corah, Allahabad, M 
Rohilcund, and the Doab, have been po- 
tected, the revenues have been collected, and 
the troops have been regularly paid, from the 
day this eſtabliſhment; took place; and in the 
year 1780 the general-relief of the army Was ef- 
fected : by which theſe new. battalions. were 
brought into our provinces, and weg * an 
equal number from Bengal. of if $57.7 - 
In. Auguſt 1777 General ne n . | 
man whoſe. character muſt, be always copfidered | 
with W as his on aroſe from a good 
3 


. corruption, He cer- 

_ taijnly b broug ht 5 him to Bengal 1 A Role pre- 
a de | Ho Coin pany's ſervants in geſetal, 
and a very unjuſt one ag aint Mf. ting 8 In 

particular. The Court of Directors by ein: 
ſtructions, in Which from the beſt motives "they 7 
authoriſed. : a review of paſt tranſactions, opened 
ſa wide a field for impoſition,” that the General's 
| prejudices were {till more confirmed by the in- 

| probable tales which were hourly brought to 
him. The violence of the majority abſolutely 

created a party, where ode there en 

| have been none. dee ay 

MIr. Haſtings, through the en alete 'of 

+ his public life, had given che ſtrongeſt proofs 

of his integrity and diſintereſtedneſs 3. Sir John 

ET: Clavering s has never been queſtioned ; had ſore 

pains therefore been taken to unite ſuch'reſpec- 

table characters, the intention of the legiſlature 

in forming the Supreme Council would have 
been effectually anſwered ; but as it was, the firſt 


s 


_ impreſſions which the General received, from-a 


| certain perſeverance in his temper, grew ſtronger 

every day, and the intereſt of the Eaft-India 

Company unhappily ſoffered by it. 
1 do not mean to infer that no abuſes exiſted 


in Bengal when the Supreme Council arrived 


there. Let it be conſdefed that Mr. Haflings 
Was the Preſident ef à Council, in which he 
* had” à caſting voice "'only® when” the numbers 


en Wow n cid 26 0 * were . 
I! Oh 1 . | 


ad. 
wierciequatjobenRe veßtly that be ea 
times be obliged to sccomfmodäte His option tg 
the fene of themuority of his Coüncif; but it 
is a certain trüth, chat wag: be Bad the Gage 
he did mote to reform abuſes! than any E 
man would have done or attempted: The" ett.” 
bliſhment of the Supreme Council” was eule. 
lated for-completing his plans” of reformation, 
a Work in which he would moſt'cordially — 5 
taken the lead; but unfortunately he was obli- 


geſdd to give up that time, which might have been 


ſo valuably employed for the public ſervice, to 
the zuſtification of paſt, and ſucceſsful meaſdres, 
ad even to Oe defence of bis Private” ha.” 
racter. 1759 e EE 09 EV 
| Pain over common bete 1 comesto 
chat period in which aroſe the preſent expenſive 
(though when Mr. Haſtings's ſcheme prevailed 
ſuocefsful) war with che Mahrattas. It has beem 
induſtriouſſy endeavoured to impute the or igit 
as well as progreſs of this war to Mr. Haſtings.” 


The Court of Directors are poſſeſſed of the Tor” 08 


leſt evidence to the contraty, and both' living tel. 
timony and authentic docutticnts' prove that its 
origin is her Owing do Bim, and that ale Contk. 
nvatioh of it is the oF of neceſſity,” . 
It will be proper to take up his ate” 
ſubject from the ff cid of the! Bodiay 
Cbundlib with Cs: ah "other ie" elle 


* 


| Although | 


tai. 


 Althovgh the nominal, opereignty, of; the 
Maher ahrat tb ta ſtate Was, in a Raja, the, real atlmini: 
Fa of an DU Bt nt, as: well-as the powe? 1 
1 herent toit, was. poſſeſſed by a Bramin family 
under the title of Paſhwa or Chancellor, and this 
authority was ſo. fixed in them that lit became 
hereditary, and in caſe of -infancy:the State w 
governed by a Regent, Who was generally the 
neareſt in blood. Narrein Row, the laſt Paſh Wwa, 
died leaving no children; and Ragobah, who! 
Was his uncle, became Paſnwa. During an ex 
pedition which carried him to a diſtance from 
his capital, the Council (confiſting of Bramins) 
diſpoſſeſſed him, giving out that the widow df 
Narrein was with child, and accuſing him of ha- 
ving aſſaſſinated bis nephew. The firſt of theſe 
facts was doubtful, the latter moſt probably: 
_ falſe, he having been in confinement for a long 
time before that event, without any ommuni- 


cation with the conſpirators. Soon after it was 


given out that the widow of Narrein was deli- 


vered of a ſon; and Narra, with Saccarum and 


others of the, Bramin Council, acting as they 
| alledged, in ſupport. of the infant, drove Rago 
bah from Poona, and reduced him to ſuch diſ 
treſs that he applied for aſſiſtance 10;;the Pteſi· 
deney of Bombay, -1;: 0 199014 9d I 21 
Not relying ſolely; on the juſſice of his cauſe,/! 
55 the MITE to 8 offered 
Ke + + e 


dc tbe Fat Ihde Company. A treaty was een 


; Qt) 
do make ſome very valuable/cefions of [territory 


by Which we engaged to aſſiſt him with 


"A illtkty force; snd an army from Bombay took 


dhe field under the command of Colonel Keat- 
ing; Whether dür forces, in conjunction with = 
4 " Ragebu's would have conducted him in eriumpm 
to Poona is uncertain, but it can hardly be 

© doubted that a few ſpirited operations would | 
"have been productive of an advantageous peace 
With the miniſterial party, both Gr me > aa TE, 
. by. and for Ragonaut Row. i 
Intelligence of the tranſactions at Beurbey Was 
" received 3 at Calcutta a few months after the firſt 
meeting of the Supreme Council, Whoſe autho- 
ity in this tranſaction having been totally diſre- 
" garded, either from inadvertence or deſign, pro- 
3 duced very ſerious conſequences. The treaty 

with Ragobah having been concluded without 
..the ſanction of the Govethor-Genetal and Coun- 
cl Was diſavowed; and an officer of rank (Lieu - 

| tenant Colonel Upton) was deputed to Poona, 
With inſtructions to conclude a peace upon al-. 


moſt any terms, with the miniſters who were 


depominated the ruling members of the Mabrat. 
8701 1 0 OY Fo: 
ta ſtate; and't Föglim army Was d to 


L march back. 90 198010.) 3803 Selle W. 4013-1. 
"a e esse ae of paſt meaſutes, 

n ** titefferente in belt atis. - 
F "Rey 
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naturally tended to deſtroy. AIRY the 
S centlemen of Bombay, upon the Malabar, coaſt; 
ile it provoked qheir-paſſions and excited their 
reſentments. Under theſe, circumſtances, a co-" 
operation with Colonel Upton could nat be ex- 
pected. It had been fortunate. if, from that 
moment, the Government of Bombay had been | 
. fixed upon a plan of the. moſt rigid economy z 0 
and their troops had been confined. to the defence 
of Bombay, the caſtle of Surat, and the. iſland 
of, Sdalferte.; 
Mr. Haſtings, although. 5 * wal the : 
other members in diſapproving the conduct of 
the Preſidency of Bombay, thought that * 
might exiſt circumſtances Which ſhould f 
vent the return of the army, but he Was 
over ruled, and the moderation of our demands No 
* Was attributed very naturally by the Mah- 
; Fattas to a want of ability to carry, on the 
War. Colonel Upton was five. months on bis : 
journey to Poona. He was treated with great . 
diſteſpect by the Mehratta Chiefs through whoſe 
countries he paſſed, . The Miniſters, on his ar- 
rival, c complained bitterly. of our interference 
Ia their family diſputes; and were ſo high in 
Fa bee emen, inſiſting exen upon the reſtora- 
tion of Salſette, that Colonel Upton. broke off 5 
the negociation; and hy his firſt diſpatches to 
ee, it ms: * cf N * c 


eius . 


Pond, vin! the püblie“ char 


6 4 5 
de continued. But luis vas a mere wick of as 


| Mibiſters/©Who Weit anxious för an 40 COH 


dation; andion the Aff bf Marek, 295674 ttez 
of peace way ſigned by Colonel "Uptdn, on the 
part of our Government; and on their nde was 
authenticated by the ſeal of the Paſfi wa, an "in 


fat of about two years 618; and by the figns- 15 


ture of his two Miniſters, Sacaram Ba ppoc and ; 


Nena Furneſe! By one article of the treaty, a” 


proviſion was made for the ſubfifietice of Ra. 


gobah, their late competitor, on condition 
of his reſiding in the heart of the Mahratta do- 


minions, with a guard appointed by the Dink. 


ſters themſelves, for his ſtate and ſecurity. "TR 
clapſeuons _— are ee be expected; | 


OT 


Phot at the merey of his ebeinket, with= 
out any pledge or engagement for his fafe- 
EIT ty. The conſequence was, that he fled to Bom 2 

N bayang claimed-the protection of that Govern 

ment fot the ſecurity of bis perfſonn 


The Miniſters exclaimed againſt This protec- | : 


tion; and mutual complaints of the inexecution 
of this treaty wers made by them and the Bom- 1 
bay; Couneil. About the Month of May, 1777. i 
Pee ppearance We” 


1. 


of 4 Miniſter er 


from the eee ee. Vils FEA 


 withiigrear honpurze and ini" rn written” 
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engagements, were , mutually interchanged be- 
tween, him and Nana Furneſe - by which he rpre 
miſcd t to Bring a regiment, of Europeans, with 
| 8 par ſores, 0 Poona, for the Aervace of the 
MNahratta ſtate Intelligence of this treaty, at 
firſt. doubted, was ſoon confirmed by authori- 
ties of. unqueſtionable eredit, and by à ſeries 
of e o public notoriety. It had been always 
the Governor- Generals opinion, that this Wãas 
| the only way by which the French could hope 
to regain their conſequence in India, or to affect 
ours ; and he reaſonably expected, that the Pre- 
fidency of Bombay, which was more immecki-⸗ 
ately intereſted 1 in the effects of ſuch a connect. 
tion, woufd take ſome ſteps to render it bor. 
tive. This was by no means difficult. TB. _ 
Mahratta army under Hurry Punt Furkia, was at 
that time engaged in an unequal war with Hy. 
dex Ally. The Miniſters quarrelling among 
rhemſel ves, poſſeſſed little authority, and wers 2 
dependent for that little: upon their own vaſſals. 
The Preſidency of Bombay had long ſhewn an 
impatience. to revive the cauſe of Ragobah; 
and the ſlighteſt moyements made bong 
in his fayour . would have, proved: ſufficient 
to Oper 7 5 the feeble. power Whieh they had 
io contend with, and c eſtablifn theiv own in-. 
fluence ip the Mahragta : ſtate on ãtsquins. Burt 
Na. 9 he * leave no means 


1. untried 


| wa to avoid a 4 TA « the Mabratta 
e ne er t Piet influctice Mes, 
GRE ley," wiki he Gat TOUTE ken 5 
. dy” i e fg bf Wit Heide by Toh 
Upto : every arti de of Which, att at iche k 
nidified" Chexecuted;” This treaty Was lald be- 


fote the Beard in Calcutta, with 4 wer) Tätig 


explanatory minute, on the 23d of Jauer 
178, and will, if read with the attention ijt 
5 deferves, entirely excul pate the Governer- Gepe. 


_— : . Py the. ſmalleſt ſuſpicion of: a deſire to in“ 


4+ 


volve the Eaſt India Company in a wat W | 
ie Mahtattas. On the 29th of January, whi IR, 
tad kindte lay for conſideration, a letter Was” 

. received from Bombay, dated the 12th of "De: 8 
© ebfnber, 1777, informing the Supreme Council, 
hat a' propoſal had been ſecretly made to the” 

N Governor and Council, through their agent at, 

Pb, by a party which had been formed Again 
Nana Furneſe, conſiſting of Sacatam Bapp gal 


Who had figned the treaty, and other Engden | 
ble men, with a potent Raja, Tuckajee Holkar i 


to affift them in the defign of reinſtating Rape.” 1 
bab in the chief adminiſtration of the Mahrar- 
ta ftate ; tic that they had agreed to join In it, 
1 bly 8 4 reliminaty condition, 390 
pine tien: 16 the Haft tit ulidies 
5 And Heals ee ere „e 
5 bebop us ere for Having: © far engaged 
ai yas 07 fh eid 22 07 8 7 8 
may DI! 2193 
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5 | receipt. of this letter the Governor-Ge 4 
Council reſolved, to ratify, what they bad. done, 


an extraordinary ſupply of .ten lacks of rupees. | 
for the undertaking. It was alſo reſolved, to 

alliſt them in the execution of their play wh 3. 

military force. 


5 tereſted. vie We 


an gem 0 the. 

06), by the ,obviqus neceffiry- 

#7 jmmediate, decifion;; and; they requeſted. 
heir.  acquieſcence. and afſiſtance in it. On the 


neral and 


to authorize them to proceed, and to ſend them 


lou 


In. forming theſe rs lac the majority of the 


: Supreme Council were ſwayed by the following 
£2 conſiderations, . 


2 153919958) 


kt. 10 the event of a rupture with France, . | 


I which. was daily apprehended, the connection 


* 


9 formed by Nana Furneſe with St. Lubin, and 
the engagement Which he had entered ĩ into to 
| land A _ regiment - .of Europeans with. milita 7 

L ſtores. at Poona, might, if carried into effect, be 
productiye of the moſt dangerous conſequences 
to the Company s influence, and theit poſſeſſions 
in India. This could be prevented only by the 1 
removal of the part) 
our natural enemy, and therefore {this was an. 
| objec, of the firſt, importance ;;and Ragonaut.. 
| Row was the inſtrument For, this\put wrpole E 


Maline had no predileftion for,this. Chief, nar 
is it poſſible to artribute his eonduet * in- 


ſo elaſely con pected. with... 


17 pet 1 . 


 &:) 
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1  pliance with the PAS Hy Court of Directors - 
= - Lontained in. the 180 8 2 5 Pace of, t er. 
=. "EN! ſetter, of the gth of February 1 FF 
9 « His (Ragobah 's) pretenfions to the, Sppreme 
10 © aythoritys. either in his own right, or as guar- 
| v « .dian, to the infant Paſhwa, appear to us better 
in oY founded than thoſe of his .competiters = and 


- 1 — +. 4 


1 7 2080 < Poona have not ba dig fulfilled. on, e 

oe part of the Mahrattas, ny if, from. any, cir- 5 
5 _£. cumſtances, you ſhall deem i it ex pedi ba I 
© thall haye. no, objection to an alliance With 

| « Ragobah, on the terms agreed. upon between 
0 him and the Governor W Gounpl,s Me mr 
1 12 © bay.” WO Ve 5 5 
Adly, The refforation. of fant] =o wauld . 

05 1 been attended by an acceſſion of, territory 
upon the Malabar coaſt to the amount of the a - 
- nuabexpences of the Prefidency of Bombay ;, by 5 

_ Which means no further drains. would have been. 
made from our treaſury in Bengal, x 2d ahb „ 
Athly, The xeſtoration; of Ragobah was: got 3 7 
besch. of, the treaty of Poona, becauſe that trea- 5 
of Was ſigned by Sacgarum. Bappog and Nana 
Fumeſe only and Sacgargm, ehe firſſ Miniſter | 

>  " iniranky»wijck-theprineipal aſſigers of the Mah- 
| ratta ſtate, joined in the propoſal to the gentle. 
men of Bombay, for big return to Pons. 


r 
. — Mr. Wheeler however, ſtre- 


0 t meaſure on various 
el roof te, monſure, 
> 


and. e eibets, b bec ole it was 


7 Hot 


I muſt he my interrupt why Lb to üer : 
in what view the Directors conſidered the con- 
* ue of the Governot:General in this ipſtance. = 
About the 29th of July 1778, the Court of 
Dielen received diſpatches both from Bombay 
and Bengal, in which they were informed of Fo 
"the plan propoſed to the Prefidency of Bombay, 

1 "a the opponents of Nana Furneſe, of the ſanc- 
tion given to it by the Governor-Geheral and 
Council, and of their reſolution to affiſt them 
wind money and a conſiderable reinforcement, 1 
order the more effectually to carry it into execu- 

e and to ſupport them in the conſequences of 
it. Theſe advices the Court of Directors thought 
vg ſuch great importance, that on'the'29th of 
Augu is 1778, Colonel Capper wWas applied to 
. "of the Select Committee of the Court of Direc- 
tors, to Carry a packet to Bombay of the greateſt 
national importance. He . left Lon- 
tom. the & of "'Septembe by the letters 
which be Fd Sache alk Ben- 
5 11 and Bombay had the Ca rb Wclive 5 
tte fullett abe sd. def the Directors, Who 
1 0 very firofgratiziatyfor Ragobüh'x refto- 

Tetiob and the/overchivowpf:thab party at ona 

aeg 901 07 letbqonq off af boniot 9169} 41181 in 
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iptalkanet witir e. French. The firſt fiprof 
tte lſesſon brought ones a completecapprobatidnl = 
ee Mf Maſtings, for theiparr:whichhebadiaGedy 

"this important bufinleſs- Yin edo to 
On che agd ef February; 1998, gude 
| Mijed fot forming a detachment of fix batralions | 
of Seapoys, dne company of native artillery; 
With a regular proportion of field artillery, to 

Which were afterwards added, the firſt regiment 
of cavalty and n- 
 dihar horſe.” Colonel Leſlie was appointed to 
5 command This force, and ordered to march direct- 


ve hundred of the Viziers Ca 


to Bombay by the ſhorteſt route he ſnould 
Judge't moft practicable, and for the ſequel of this 


operations,” he was to obey the orders of the Pre- 


fident and Council of Bombay. This detachment | 


5 croffed the Jumma the latter end of May, with : 
Night and ineffectual oppoſition” from Ballzzee 
Pundit, the chief of the Mabratta territories de- 


uy peigenr upon Culpee, In the mea 


an timè the de. 
ign which had furniſhed the occafion of this ex- 


f pedition was ſuffered to ſleep ar Bombay, the 


violent ardour of that Prefideney for the cauſe of 


| Ragonayt Row cealing with the removal of the 


ba Po ohen had beef d'orf the} praſecution/ ob it. 


fi oduced! clever che geben kee se. f 
ded 4 hy OC e "pr . Why At. . u e | 


{ 1 ling ) ata Ft es on the ; ot of March, ; 


[ * EE 4 Fürdefe f) His "aiithovity;lanlt 
Ke aoabs Füge Gde. 0 his Rends 


fois ly nn. without bloodſhed or 
+ _contel 


im its When the gentlemen. of B 


| - paſs of his on direction, and for Which he, 


(658 )) 


An pethrad The centro yk kedan fie 
Mahratta government anch the; greatichaciiny; 
Wirwhictprhe plan, of ed t g Rieidency; 

of Bombay, might have been executed! ii 
full extent, had they immediately een 


heard of Colonel Leſlie's march the 


16 * 


L 8 ru 
0 halt, and a fe days after, they ſent, m an 
order to proſecute, his march, but without any 


object deſeribed, or plan of operations propoled,, 


or thought on: thus abandoned by the Prefidens 


ey of Bombay, Mr. Haſtings had Fenn cln 
_ Gther means which were more within the co 


in ſome degree made a proviſion a. copliderable 
time before, on the preſumption of the-utilry of 


Which it might prove in the event of A rupture 


Wich the Mabrattass. 1 
When the Supreme Council determined to 
cedd a detachment to the other fide of India, FE * 
: Governor-General, applied to the Raja of Berat 


08 grant/his permiſſion for its free march throug b 


his territories, with ſuch aſſiſtance as it might r re- 


quire on tbe Way. He received : an 1 ae 92 
5 wer do his application; on ſuch 2 Yi 
ed, and ſth Raya: * e ſame time, i 
10 


the-danks babe Nude which, ou fp f 


1 dominions tqßh by 0 Wit HA 25 


5 a 


the-ſubfience.of ;zbe;detachmen 1 1 : L 


> | ae abe Gres hn b 8p p 


270 bodtboold v eoluloyor . al 
ond * a 


1 
1 
»4 


= allia 
| Puted hisVackeel to bim 
of 0 
bebame neceffaf y to take 4 diere aw and deter- 
mind patt. Sg 09 #hÞ1Þbe 5d "DBA. GUT 
-21qqg eid oi 1405 01 os Jed Is 0044 


5 6 ) ö 
adviſed. Colonel Leſlie). inviting him to take 
badete, and Wee of deen aer 


denen Sover reigned the Mabratt ſtate, 


E770 "He left no ss „ 


Rajah of Berar, had the faireſt pretenſions to the 
ſucceſſion, being in direct lineal deſcent from ide 


ancient ſtock, and the adopted ſon of Sahoo Rajah, 


the predeceſſor of Ram Rajah, though deprived 
af his right by the artifices of Ballajee, Who was 


"the Peſhwa, when Sahoo Rajah died. Mr. Ha- 
kings judged Moodajee Booſla to be a proper per- 


5 fon to ſopply the place of Ragobak, in the plan 


offered to the Supreme Council for overturning 


"the French influence at Poona, He pollefſed | 


wealth, power, and a territory extending from 


Yders of Bengal almoſt to Poona, | Rage. 
bab had neither wealth or power, nor had bein. 


flluepce to ſupply the want of theſe requiſites, ex- 
cdept what might ariſe from the Prefidency of 


Bombay taking an active part in his favour, and 


it did not then appear that they took any. Mr. 


ſtings wiched and expected the propoſal of an 
ce to come from Moodajee, and he had de- 


t purpoſe, a man 
ng, and well inſtructed, but it now 


10151 bas bi Adi Wn vile * goibas: | 
mit | | 
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n 01 mid Sahib Aten bnele d boeh, 

ib en h i Juty⸗ par n emed 
Worthy of credit were received from Cairo char 
war had been declared between Gfeat- Britain 
and France; at Paris on the rSth; and in Lon- 


don on the 200 of Märch. The deſtination 7 


Count D'Eſtaings s fleet was not then known. 
It was very naturally ſuppoſed to be intended a- 
EY gainſt Bombay, and the firſt advices which were 
| -Teceived from England, tended ſtill more ftroſig- 
Ty to confirm this ſuppoſition. 'The Cheyalier 
3 Sk. Lubin Was known to be ſtill at Poona, : and 
to hold frequent conferences with the miniſters 
of the Paſhwa. The Supreme Council, regard. 

" tefs of all perſonal conſequences, determined in- 
 Lantly ta take poſſeſſion of all the French ſettles 
ments. in, Bengal, and of the ſhigs in che river. 
"Ab the ſame time, they earneſtly. recommended 
to the Prefidengy of Fort St. George, to com- 

mence the fiege of Pondicherry immediately, 

I and. if poſſihle to ſecure. the friendſhi of; Hyder 

| Ally, Cawn. It was; alſo;reſolved.:to entet into 

a. negociation with Moodajee, on the grounds 

Which I have mentioned Wee Mr. mie 


and as . 
Elliot had the addrefs- to perſuade Mcd 


Deputy at that place, to confent to his appre- 
honding Mr. Chevalier 3 w which he did, and ſent 


him 
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8 empowered on his arrival there to treat Wit 
Moodajee. . 
Coutt of that Priüce; 
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ſecretuty ; and had exprefied'the ftrfongeſt in 
nation 4 bring it &'s coiehdfidn 910090 ov fs 


- 7 br C 


* 
D AeRECI_s: #7 KS 
7 1 


2 e's 


— 
* — 
£ 


66668900 
bing priſaver:ts: Fort ———— | 1 
che erlag of the Frkneh ſchemt᷑ agaigſt us — 


fully: eviticed;; ae de proceeded Wald 


Naigpore, the capital of Berar': the Whole Tera"! 


vice cou not have afforded an agent more pro- 


per for: ſuch an einbaſſy, and Mr. Haſtings's 
hopes were proportionably raiſed, but as ſuds- 


deply blaſted by the untimely death of that ve. 
. valuable young man about a fortnight after 


he, had left Cuttack. It is more than probable 


| that. if Mr. Elliot bad arrived at Naigpore; an 


alliance of the moſt beneficial conſequence to 


de Eaſt- India Company would have been con- a 
wt cluded with the Rajah, of Berar. - 17810 DOR a ili 


Colonel Leſlie, when Mr. Elliot died, bad 


_ e but 120 miles from Calpee, having x 
employed too much of his time in ſettling the 
family diſputes of the Bundella Chiefs. He vue 28 
recalled from his command on the 5th of Oc: EO 
ber, but by his death Colonel Goddard had Sor 4 

|  ceeded to it before the letter reached the camp. 
„ Colonel Goddard immediately proſecuted bis... 


>} 


march to the banks of the Nerbudda, and . 


He deputed his interpreter to dhe * 
Ti Who, in NAT, to 0 ag 

Haſtivgs, after the each bf Mr. Elle, had de- 
oeistien migkt be "transferred 16 his 


ü. x : . 


ads 79dmano ll] lo bee 2d 20 asd t: 
Hf % 8 55 
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| Goleggndandiunexpatial medutiowurirefſegsin 
55 ede Boodniogs the ther qube und Morab a: 
5 — — His ptinoipat adi 
hetents. Morals, before his imꝑriſonmentp had 
made g prapoſals to the Prefidency! uf Bombay, 
7 who: had reſolved to conduct Ragobak With an 
army to Poon: a circumſtance ell known % 
 Moodajee; Who, in conſequence of itz ⸗decfined“ | 
dhe alliance which was propoſed? to him, deem- 
ing Ragobab's intereſts incompatible With his 
oven but with very cordial profeſſions of fliends ay 
ſmip for che Dngliſh nation, which he 'evinited''® 
by furniming Colonel Goddard with cxth; 155 ad 
- viſions, and draft cattle, for his arti Hery. 1 pul 


boner Goddard advanced towards obne by Yul 
. 53016-3 7; babs 


Pahare ahesdy bertel der che webe i 


gemletnen had reaſſumed their defign'in Favor 1 
of Rigbbab. The petiod at which 97 7 8 5 
mec "Was bubble; Ragobab's principal _ 


= adhefents were confined, and Colonel Goddard, 
whoſe 4 army would by i its 1 7 hav ve infured 


_ 217 - 
on Was at a "confiderabl e diftance. 1 wil 
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= ng in 100 hungred and forry-gbres artilerys.r: 

> ld nd ni t European, igfagt e 
h y A ſeventy, Scapgyionnsl 


A 1 hundred  Laſearm,, Vas anſpgited An 
the Kontient. On the 23d of December they 
a 736 


aſcended | 
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Aldegded che Gavis'in@imarohe@ towards Phone, 

(5h oh 6h the eh of Jank it 38 
retreat, 'on Sabo of 4 


Ba S 85 Goth zel bad hw ir 


for the event, that, by their agent at Bofnbay, 
they ; had offered frefh 1 terms to the Govetgor be- = 
fore the army advanced. The commanding Or. 5 
Her, Colonel Cockburn, when gr {aid 


that he had not a doubt of the army's makchin 
fol Poona, but that our troops hat nor been uſed 


y ts Bombay; this wis' g 


v an th e hu 


* vl Bae beib * AM nine 20007 f: 1 
"BY | 0% 


20. retreat. _ However, the reſolution was not to 
b altered. The army Was formed” hrs” "thite 
* diviſions, © encumbered with baggage," and mo- 
 vedofſ by night. They were attacked. by n ms 
| Merous bodies of Mahrattas, but defended th&h- 
ſelves. With. the utmoſt bravery, and foſtdined.a 
"Jofs « comparatively ſmall, if the length of the ac 
tion and the numbers of the foe are confidered. Z 
In the evening of that day application was made d 
.to Nana and Sindia, for an undiffurbed r retreat ; 
; * the art 1 ted, 
by miliating terms; that Salcot, and 
every other acquifitio by the Borkibay t Sein 5 
14 ment fince 55 time of Mahderow, ſhould be 
Agiven up; and. that rde TS. ſhould be ent to Col. 
Gsddardf to return wir his army to = 


49483. EV ;4 2:07 : b NOI uslg tig ND 0 a ne 


. 


* 


þ 67 ) | 
. 1. is true, the Caendies p who governed that 
army gavean:eproſy declaratiqn in eee 
they; had, ngt de power 10: bing the S 5 89 | 


2 5111 


ee e 0 85 terms, and | 
* By, this ? 


check 105 47 ſoy the Br th, 
AAG Far nided, the cauſe of 1 Rag 227 
ien up; and, had the treaty been AK all 
gur conqueſts upon the Malabar coaſts, 3 to 
the Mabrattas. That the corps which took the 
field from Bombay, was ſttong enough. to refiſt 5 
dhe united force of the Mabratta empire, is 'be- | 
ond: a doubt; ; that it was able to ſurmount, e e- 


V obſtruction Which the ſuddenly collected army . 


l 


1 bighly probable, (fince two of our battalions, i; 
our. field pieces, in February 1780, put 

_ awe nty.thouſand of their beſt troops under Mad- 
OY Jer Singia, to the rout) but that by waiting fo R. 
the Junction of General Goddard's army every : 
_ : poſſibility of a failure. would have been avoid- 
ed, cannot be diſputed.  _ 155 
is Colonel Goddard, when he was 8 Ale 
© hundred. miles from Surat, and the fame diſ- 
V Aange from Poona, received an. order Fan. the | 
 - Poona Committee to return tg, Bengal, al, with out 


* 
ad blyodt exrorobielM 104 Na 5 Dont 109 Dy 


10) * IThe Counct of Bombay, 19 cl f November ap- 
ini Vir. (CarazcyiColonely/Egrrtony;an Mr. Moſtyh, a2 
Committee to carry their plan into gxecution ; this was called 

the Poona POR. Mr. * died * the W a 
* dition. | | | 


3 f.the. Mahrattas could have thrown 1 in i $ Wa) * | 


: Feten) 5 
_ <:any motice being talen of the difaftei/rambire- 
treat df the om bay amy j after mature reflec- 3 
ion be determined vorwichfladibes this-orger; = 

o advance / towards? Surat „On his march a 
Vaekeeb from the Mahratta minifters/ arrived in 


his camp; with a cop of the bonbention. Co- 
lonel Goddard denied that the Committee had 


 branyran thority:over/him; and Taid that he Was di- 
gere cted to march to Bombay for the ſecurity of tbe 
Company's poſſeſſions againſt the deſigns of tbe 
Fxeneb, and that he ſhould proſecute his march. 


I 11 
-1Þ 18 WIA ꝗ“jõKꝗfcn᷑rm . 
bas Si Eyre, Corte, pen Ay The 1 mths 27th 1 
e larch 1779; the Supreme Council Was then 

25 8 mplete, and the Governor-General, at the 5rſt 


received a full account of the tranſactions at 
e, propoſed that we ſhould, if poſſible, 
© Fonela de..a. laſting peace with the Mahrattas 
upon che terms of Colonel Upton! 8 Wach His 
„ Was unanimouſly agreed to, and Co- 
_ lonel Goddard ee the init, of, this "4 
Gove ernment. , Wert 33 FS 
"16 5 Supreme Council were, as upanimons n 
Ae be convention of Worgzum, con- 
ldd. by the, Poona, Committee ) but, anxious ; 
495 Peace Wich the, Mahrattas, ang on a, ſuppo- 
en chax. the gentlemen of, Bombay. migbt not 
; 81 Ae Wen e } Gadgard 
b 5 
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: effected bis ra * Surat on hw! 38th of Es 


< . .affembly of the Board, although they had not | 555 


| © 26g "I 
ne taninbb Ai: to iſe hib utmoſt :otndeayonts 
tig effect arreconciliation. Allotheſe reſolutions 
Share no vgd by the Governor · General; no mem- 
berief: the! Board propoſed to avow the conven- 
tion of: Wargaum 3 upon what: grounds! there- 
fore hath Mr. Haſtings; been: ct charged as the m- 
thor of the Mahtatta war? 180 bixbbouiono 
Colonel, now General, Goddard, eee 5 
teteived his inſtructions, communicated his ap- 
pointment to the miniſters at Poona ; and they 
deputed a Vackeel to negociate a treaty of peace 
With him. Before this Vackeel arrived at Surat, 
 Ragobah had made his eſcape from the officers 


„ of Sindia, who had charge of his petſon, and 


| "wei" conveying him to a place of conſigement. 
He fled to. Surat, and general Goddard agreed 


to give him perſonal protection; informing the 
miniſters at Poona of this unexpected event. The 
Vackeel arrived. at Surat received our Propo- 
We 1 turned to Poona, and promiſed to for- 
7 21H Ward A categorical anſwer in three weeks. Af. 
tet ſome delays, during which time General 


#10 "Goddard received intelligence that the miniſters 
were negociating a treaty with Hyder Ally, and 

£18 ARS LP preparation for war, the Vackee!l 
-1 Feruttieezes Strat with che only teuns on which 


i! the Makifartas Wöüld content to 4 peace?” Theſe 


_ "0Kitte; that ve" ould" Pede Salfette to them, 
e dee "i the pefſon of Ragobat Row. | 
1 40 en W. 
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appointed 10 Saen map mene be attri. 7 


dard Pommo22s beige vyer bluov/ d 511 


General Goddard: at the ſame time reteined 


intelligence, that an alliance had been .concluds+ 


ed at Poona,; between Hyder Ae 


rattas, Nizan Ally Cawn; and Mo 


 Byithe/|principal article of it, hes Mutvatras, 

Vunher- Madjee Sindia and Tukajee 'Holkar, 
were to adt againſt General Goddard in Gus 
rat; Hyder Ally was to invade the Carnatic; 


the Nizam the northern Circars, and Moodajee 


Hooſla, Bengal. The truth of this intelligence 


has ſinde been fatally confirmed. The Nizum, 


: the projeor of the treaty, acted the part which 
hae did, in revenge for the Preſidency of Fort St. 
OScorgej having concluded an alliance with his 


brother Bazalet Jung; by which they acquired 


15 poſſeſſion of the Guntdor Circar; ant Hyder 1 
Ally Cawn; very ſtrongly expreſſed his diſguſt 
1 Hur acquiſition of chat Circar. This buſineſs 


vill doubtleſs be fully inveſtigated; and it is fo- 


reign from my ſubject to take any further no- 
tice of it here Moodajee Boofla Was very un- 
"willingly raven in to take a part ant 


: this there cannot Be 4 dot, 48 he repitarly 
kept we Gevenndf-Getertb dbfvfmed ef the de- 
>Gigns wWufch Were formed? Againſt us, and pur- 


E e eee ae ade ei kr rai 


bal the 


| Cor 

n 2d thsmigdio Gs) 7159 489; Lataoqgqehthy 

this ſeaſon of action ſhauld be paſt; with che 
— ww that in the lat rains, our differences with 
the Mahrattas would have been accommodätad. 
The Nizam has hitherto been ihaftive; though 
che original projector of the eonfetlerae. 
e 1 at n was: rigor yay by: de 


nk General Goddard was. + Furniſhed with diſcrs- | 
tional orders, ſhould. the treaty with the Mah- 
_ rattas. prove abortive, He took the field in De- 
 cember 1779 ; and ſoon after concluded a trra- 
ty with Futty Sing Guicawar, by Which the 
extenſive province of Guzzerat was etjually di- 
vided between the Eaſt- India Company andihin. 
He immediately advanced towards Ahmedabatl, 


in the poſſeſſion of the Mahrattas. This place 
our troops took by ſtorm; a conqueſt. Which ad- 
ded greatly to the ſplendour of our arms. In three 
months he intirely ſubdued. the whole, province. 
_  -Madjee Sindia, who, had aſſembled the Mah- 
ratta forces, was marching with an intent to 
ſelieve Abmedabad, not ſuppoſing that we ſhould | 
io ſoon be in poſſeſſion of its; General Goddard 


deaving a. garriſon in, this place, advanced to- 
Wards, the Mahratta army to offer. them. battle; 
"which, (notwithſtanding: cheir agreat ſuperiority 


f nambers, and; zheß unfortungte vent of he = 
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05 1 Ef: 5 elate 5 


ke capital of that part of Guzzerat, which ws 
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1! good eonfequence 'of engaging the Mahratta ar- 
mj that om che 20 Cf April, 1786, he left his atm 


vanced, paſſed their principal guards, and in- 
ftantly attacked the main body drawn up ready 
= receive him. Our artillery did great execu- 
cution amongſt their numerous cavalry, and in 2 
an hour from the commencement of the 7 
: they retreated, after a conſiderable loſs ; nor did 
A fingle horſeman appear to moleſt our army in 
its return to camp. Every action of, this cam I 
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80 ab ibi was General GOddard; nw ing: ne. 


I 
on their Eroond, and advanced to ſtorm thee: 


- my camp at the head of two hundred Eutope- 

ans, fen companies of grenadier Seapoys, | and 
three attalions of Seapoys, two twelve and ten 
fix-pounders, with the firſt regiment of Cavalry 


wy and the Candahar horſe: with this force, ' Uh 


it 


S 25 


great] y inferior to the troops that retreated before 
the Mabratta army the preceding year, he ad. F 


1 + 


paign- was equally glorious to our arms. Cap. 


tain John Cam pbell, of the Bengal eſtabliſn- 


ment, Was detached: with a foraging, party to 4 "0 
from their camp, and on 1 


Apt 
3 


bis return with large convoy of Proviſions, bs, 
was attacked by Sindia at the head of 1 4% 


i 05 bo dated of re Me; four 
bd 


— 


0 03 3 
field pieces, tg the beſt ieee Med TRE... .. 
'Mabrattas who loſt between five and fix hugs... 
dec men, many. of whom. were. killed; by.the  & | 
fire of the flank companies. of hag ogg 49h 1 
Campbell, after this remarkable action, joined | 
General, Goddard, without the loſs of a mi norof.. 
any paxt g of his convoy, Lieutenant Wen , of _ 
the Bengal eſtabliſhment was detached by. Sr 
ral Goddard on the 3d of May to ſurprize, a bo- 
dy of ſix thouſand Mahrattas; his force conbiſted _ = 
2 the firſt regiment of cavalry and a battalion _ 
of Seapoys. Lieutenant Welſh, When he bad 
performed half his march, found, by "ealgyla- * 
ting the time which remained, that if he Walted 11 
for his infantry, he ſhould not arrive before day 4 50 
break in the enemy's camp. He therefore e 4 
to the ſpirited reſolution of advancing at the 3 
head of the cavalry only; ; with this force he e en- 
tered the Mabratta' camp, ſeized the enemy”: * 
cannon, which he turned upon them in their : 
flight. The rout was general. The command- 
ing officer and a great number of the Mahrattas 
were killed; and the artillery, bazar, ammuni- 
tion, &c. fell into our hands. No victory could 
be more deciſive: and this officer had the geo 
- fortune foon after to get poſſelfion of two forts, 


Which intirely completed the N of Guz- | 2 


zerat. © Mo bam 1; 3M S&H YC. DASIENS 36% 
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try bad een inyaded, by them. Mr, Haftings's 
> ming on entering, bee c bange COND ; 
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nee ati bald Koch A vi 4 aus bidow 
-\twally furprized-an4rontel:a:bodyioffeveri tim - 


Hand Mahrattas and with this action cloſtd the 


eampaign of 1780, both parties retiring to quar- 


ters fot the rainy ſeaſon. General Goddard cm- 


meneed che preſent campaign by the conqueſt of 
the important fort of Baſſein, and by a decifive 


0 victory oyer the Mahratta army, which had been 
ſent / to relie ve the place- The Mahrattas ther- 
ſelyes deeply feel the loſs of this important for- 


treſs, which they had taken from e ww 


_ ?cgueze after a ſiege of two years. 
ac return to the e in Bengel, 


5 where the meaſures propoſed, by Mr. Haſ 


Were Mtended, with the moſt. brilliant adyan- 
11 . K fl Q2 - 


"Wren the Governor-General pd. . Ge- 


4 1 , eral Goddard's diſpatches, that we had no hopes > 


of an accommodation with the Mahrattas,. he 


ky: concluded chat the only mode of bringing them 


in one campaign to reaſonable terms would be 
by attacking them in every quarter. For this 
- purpoſe he entered into a treaty With "he Rana bo 


nis a 


of Gohig, an independent Prince, Wh ofe SAL, 


Aiftreſs th Mahral 2s, by mak ding a confi 9 

Al tige 
2 N ion os 0 th ben pelt pr provinces, i — 
tndtion n with the Rave $ forces, and i 1900 | 
e e. impor errant. ort beef 


ag anot er view, Which 


lier. de 
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C45 
would effectually bave humbled the Mabrattas, 
und in which he mut have ſueceeded, if the diſ- 
24rifitd>ſtateidf eur Guvethment, and! the bonti- 
nualcreports of his diſmiſſion from his ſtation, 
bad not deterred the Razahs dependent upon 
. ap eee It into @ "laſep* . connection 


2 With us. quam 207. 
he principal revenues lads 1 . | 
Mahrattas ariſe from the annual tribute paid to 
them by the Rajahs of Oudepore, Joudpore, 
Zeybagur, Bopaul, Narva, Bundlecund, &c. &C . 
Theſe Princes, who take every opportunity of 
- evading their payments, had now a fair oppor- 
- xunity of ſhaking off their dependence And 
bad the Government of Bengal been at liberty 
to have exerted itſelf at this time, or had not an 
idea of a change of men and meaſures unbap- | 
pily been induſttiouſſy propagated th rovghout N 
Indoſtan, the Mahratta war would have been 
; concluded . our own terms many khn . 
80. r 
1 will now 1 to es the. important 
© cenſequences which were produced by our alli- | 
" ance with the Rava of Gohid, ſmall as his 
_ © dominions may be. When tbe treat y Was con- 
_ cluded, the Mahrattas Wee in b le 


| "beſt part of his country. "Major Fp it the | 


head of - 2000 Sepoys, . ; 15. ope; io artillery, a 
+ body df 120 horſe, an 4 8 5 poun- 5 
ders, marched to his af ſaſtanee, ich this liktle 


E Hoy T2108" 8 19115 . 
e 2 2 arm my. 


*. 


ES 
_ [army he in a fe. months drove the Mabratras 


ont of the Ranals country; purſued them, and 


_ © - entirely donggered one of their provinces, pro- 


queing an annual revenue of fix lacks of Ru- 1 
pees. In the courſe of this ſervice he en 
ſeveral. forts, beat up the Mahratta camp ; - 


were all the efforts of above 1 i ry 25 


able to oppoſe the ſucceſs of his gallant Hittle 
amy. The moſt important action ſtill remains 
to be related. When Major Popham's detach- 
ment had cantoned for the rains, Mr. Haſtings a 
pPropoſed to him to make an attempt upon Gua- 
lier. He knew this place to be ſo ſtrong that it 
never could be taken by regular approaches:; 
and he knew too, that the enemy, confident en 


the natural ſtrength of the place, would he more 


Hable to be furprized. The importance of the 
-conqueſt: may be well conceived when it is 
Known; that by all ranks of men in all“ apes, . 
 +this place has been denominated, The impreg- 
nable Fortreſs of Gualier. As ſuch, Colonel 
Dow ſpeaks of it in menen ae of his Hiſtory | 
-of+Indoſtanc- 11h of e e eine 
Mts In; 9: enen oehbrie' xyerrethiti our urtiony, 
by an opinion which the natives have, not only 
ef our ſuperior genius! for war; but alſo ouỹ 


good fortune, ſuch n conjueſt, at ſuch a time, 


Aquld'be equal. to the moſt a deciſivefvigtor y in 
I *the field. Icbelieve there wis not man in Ben- : 
galawho Witlared in Ne as Haſtings 


ore 4 © Pt Os 


| 0 * ) 
to the Ae e ee e but 2:10 
remember when the treaty with che RAHl of G- 
_ bi&wasronckged; ĩ³˙r of verge. 
ting poſſeſſion of Gualier wWas frequently men- 
tioned. Major Popham, who by the fürprize of 
ttis place, has acquired immortal hônour in 
Iadia, had the good fortune to receive ſome 
important information from a party of Mewattes, 
who had found means to enter the _ by night 


N in different times. WS, len 9d of 


He employed ſpies to examine wy place whete 
theſe men had entered, and from their report, 
conceived the deſign to be poſſible, | In compli- 
ance with Mr. Haſtings's repeated ſolicitations, 


and guided by his own judgment, he made 


every preparation for the attempt with the utmoſt 
ſecreſy, only two perſons being privy to it. [The 


I night before the execution of it, he wrote tothe 


i Governor General, informed him that the attempt 
Was to be made early the next morning, and he 
hoped in caſe of failure, that Mr. Haſtings 
would do him the juſtice to ſay, it was at his 
defire that he had undertaken an - enterprize 
which, if it failed, would be dendminated raſh 
and imprafticablei;-if it fucceeded Would re- 


dound as much to the honour, of the Governor. 


General by whoſe advice it was undertatenzoas 


of thoſe by home washexgcuted THNUfue- 
ces Was equal eto the fpirit and prudentè of the 
N * the gik of oAuglit, 

1 a. 


(1 ) 


12850 and that with the trifling loſs of 20 Sea- 
NON wounded . NIA 1byH 28 yi [619913189 


-+21tis-impofible to deſorihe the Aeſpondendyof 


the Mahrattas upon this important event. Pbe 
whole; country adjoining to Gualier was imme- 
diately evacuated by their troops, and our mili- 
tary reputation prope 
che favourable moment for us, and if Mr. Hal- 
_ tings cou 
have done, the power of the Mahrattas in India 


rtionably raiſed, - This was 


{have profited by it, as he wiſhed to 


Would have ſunk at once. Mr. Haſtings, prev- 


vious to the capture of Gualier, had propoſed 


0 form a ſtrong detachment i in Gohid, for the 


: 5 of advancing into the provibce of Mal- 
wa, tho country of Sindia, the e e 
In, this the Governor General was over ruled; 
alxheugh he had every reaſon to believe, that in 
the conduct of that branch of adminiſfration he 
Was to meet with no oppoſition. If the detach- 


ment had been formed, as Mr. Haſtingt had 


5 8 the capture of Queker tae 


utmoſt ſucceſs in its operation. 

General Goddard had 3 profil - 
i General and Council to invade the 
province of Malva, Which would have diverted 
the. attention of Sindia from Guꝛaerat; and one 


campaign would have finiſhed the wan with ho- 
| nour and advant 
Which no Member of; dhe Bard mare earneſiiy 


ge on qur: gde An event 


withed toſee agcomplifhed! than Mt. Haſtingsa 


xd. gainsbdaoa Nit * W 


f * 72 
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nmnaken priſoners by Hyder Ally, and that Sir Hee 
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particularly as Hyder Ally Cawwhady itt val 
170, invaded the Carnatio, where qeur forces 
were utterly unprepared ti redeĩve him. π 
On the/19th-of September an expreſs arribed 
in Calcutta from the Secret Committee of Fort 
St. George, informing the Supreme Council that 
the flower of their army had been cut off or 


tor Munro, with the part of the forces under his 
command, had retreated to the mount with lo 

of his baggage and of part of his artillery, *Phis | 
intelligence was accompanied by advice, that's | 


| conſiderable French fleet, with n ee = 


_ _ were on their way to Tad 1 av 
This important intelligence left nale % 
5 for: eliberation, and at the firſt meeting of the 


Board, the Governor General propoſed that Sit 


Eyre Coote ſhould be requeſted to take the com. 


mand of the army at Madras. That a reinforce 


ment of Europeans ſbould be ſent to the/coaft'by 
ſea, with a ſupply. of fifteen lacks of Rupees; 
and that a flarge detachment of Seapoys ſhould 
be formed to march to the Carnatic as ſoon as the 
fſeaſon would permir. That an inſtant offer of 


peace ſhould be made tothe Mahrattas uponi terms 


ſo advantageous to them, as almoſt to enſure their 
acceptance of them. The ſraſon Was ſo far A 
vanced that the embarkation26fti6ops' woutd = 
de attended wih difhdultynand danget. But 
Do 9 *— ** conſidering that 
e every 
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le Was to be run, when; pr 
28. 755 vt the Company, : 


pon thelt a A . „ gelpiſed every inferior con 
a . *. rancis oppoſed the embar kation 
of che We and would only agree to to ſeyen r 
lacks of Rupees ) eing ſent from Ben „ How- 
ever, all theſe motions were carried by the majo-- 
rity; and Sir Eyre Coote, with fix hundred and 
_ forty Europeans, fifteen lacks of Rupees, and a 
great ſupply of proviſions arrived at Madras, in 
leſs than two months, computed from the return 


of the army under Sir Hector Munro, at the 


mount on the 14th of September, to the arrival 
of the laſt ſhip of the fleet, the Duke of King - 
* at Fort St. George, on the 5th of Novem- 
It will undoubtedly reflect great honour (| | 
be Mr. Haſtings and Sir Eyre Coote, that they „ 
had ſpirit enough to afford ſuch. extraordinarx ; 
aids to the Preſidency of Fort St. George, at a 
ſeaſon in which the navigation from Bengal £9658 
Madras had hitherto been interdicted on account 


of the dangers which attended it. 


I have related as briefly and as clearly 26 bo ia! by 

able, the riſe and progreſs of the Mahcatta war, 
at ch 4 1 2th. of December, 477 7. to the cloſe. od 
e year 1 1780. Upon what ground on ſug- a 
2)'h this War 1 . attributed to Mr. eee 
ey man judge . this acgount. 
5 e 1 | on _ 
uteg eee previous con- 
1 


The ( Gault ef Directors 1 15 e N 
of che exertions made by the Government f 
Bengali Colonel Goddard arrived ſeafonably for 
the preſervatjon of Bombay, and for the redemp- 
tion of the national honour, which had Without 
it been irretrievably loſt. Our ſucceſſes in ever 
part, after the Mahrattas had rejected all reaſon + 
able terms of accommodation, gave the Governor... 
General the ſtrongeſt hopes of ſpeedily termi- 
nating it by ſuch advantages as ſhould enen. fi 
ply recompenſed the Company for the expences 
which had attended it, and the calamities with. 
which it had debe. In the midſt of our 
ſucceſſes, another and more intereſting ee 
I called for the exertion of the Government of... 
8 Bengal. The preſervation of Fort. St. George 
depended upon their reſolutions, | The misfor- 


A Es Sa. : 


J tunes upon the coaſt cannot be attributed '" T0 
"0 | Mr. Haſtings. If the general opinion is to have 
. weight, the invaſion of the Carnatic might have... 


* beeprerentes by the aſſembly of « our ar Yi „ $5 
. == the on thof June. If the ev BEA en 
3 to MezHonbad wel, be credi 5 157 4 0 


oz 


WENT 1 the Mahrattas deeming our ſitua- 


| Vet on. u 
en RY molt 


C8» 
formed at bis leſtigstiop, and. dictzted by ] his 
reſeutment of the infringements; made by: the - 
Select Committee of Fort St.George, on his rights - 
obtained by the treaty, ſubfiſting between him 
and the Company, and his natural apprehenſion 
of ne RETIRE that e wad 
| lim. b Do: ZIG - 
1271, When Mr. Haſtings aL to conclude 
. treaty. of peace with the Mahratras, he recom- 
' + mended, to the Board to form the treaty in Cal- 
/ onatta; to ſend it executed by the Supreme Coun- | 
eil, toMoodajee Booſla, the Rajah of Berar, wo 
b had: repeatedly offered himſelf as mediator be- 
tween our Government and the Mahrattas. 
This treaty was rejected, and the reafon was 8 
"0 vious 3: Hyder Ally Cawn had cut of a third ol 
Sur army. s He had taken Arcot, when b 0 


43 
proclaimed Nabob of the Carnatic. He had 
boaſted that he would prevent the Engliſn army 
{olives moving from the mount, and that he was 
do be joined 1 in a month by three thouſand French 
- regulars from the Iſlands, when he would com- 
mence the fiege of Fort St. George. The French 
"Nee, . fix, fail of the line, and five frigatescap- 

ed 01 on the Coaſt'of Coromandel. Under theſe 


* 85 
10 | 


a de berate one, rejected all treaty, encept 
N cefu terms to uk. rt 
Re 1 E E ote ook the feld on the gd of 
12 Te iy; 1910 781. O- HR march to Pondicherry, 


> 1 e ce dae lip epmn. 
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His 


CS 3 
"ins detichinetts'were'vpow all adcafions fit» 
_ Elfiful, agalbt every ſüpettority of ; mumbers, 
The army under his ts Cm mänd was the fdeſt that 
ever took the feld 10 India, in point of diſcipline 
Gd” humbers, and completely provided wich 
artillery and military ſtores. The men were 
eager to revenge the late defeat and deſtruction 
; of their companions. The Freneh fleet, after 
appearing. off Madras, on the 29th"of January, 
Went off without even making an attempt to 
deſtroy the ſhips in that road, in Which they 
muſt have ſucceeded. The fleet had not a ſin- 
_ gle ſoldier on board, except their marines, and 
| on, A, report. that Sir Edward Hughes was return- 
ing from Bombay to the coaſt of Coromandel, 
Anuitted the coaft on the 16th of February, and 
- returned to the iſlands. Hyder Ally thus diſ- 
appointed, will not be able to maintain his 
gtound in the Carnatic. In addition to the army 
under the command of Sir Eyre Coote, Colonel 
of Pearſe was advancing from Bengal, with'ten bat- 
tallions of Seapoys and twenty pieces of can- 
non. This force would arrive in the neighbour- 
hood of Madras. in the month of June. 
Tbe Mahrattas at the commegecment of 
0 campaign, had been defeated f in "a gene- 
ral action by General, Goddard, Who the day 
after took the Fort of Baſſeip n, Lie utenant 


JO. 


. WG Carnacs advancing at the hes ead © or tyelve 
len ar Sepeyy 19th # 8 Se, 
bo 21 1 
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bes had.;the,,go0d fortune to Sus Keamplete 
e AD ara) of go men, cam. 
aeg 1 er in, perſon, the effect of 
EE aſh be Sreathy benefidial to General 
Goch dard 185 defigns. Gualier Was garriſoned by 
Hor troops, and by that means a ſafe com- 
þ Nanzetdon Was preſerved with the domini- 
ons of our ally the Vizer. Our forces in Ben- 
gal were fo ſtationed as to prevent all danger 
from an invaſion ſhould-it be attempted. Theſe 
favourable circumſtances make an honourable 
peace with the Mahrattas' a probable event. 
In this review of the riſe and progreſs of the 
Mahratta War, let it be remembered that the main 
deſign of marching an army acroſs India, was not 
to *affiſt the Preſidency of Bombay in the 
Execution of their original plan, but to ſap- | 
port them! in the conſequences of it to us, and 
: to protect the intereſts of the Eaſt-India Compa- 
ny, from the effects of a connection, Well. known 
to be fortned between the ruling member of 4 
Mahratta ſtate and the avowed agent of the 
king of France. General Goddard very oppor- 
tunely arrived ar Surat for, the preſervation, of 
= Bombay. * Gorgrnor General, 1 Ja W in 9 
as ſtrong a ight. 2s any other mem er 0 ps 
4 1 difadya 8 Even of 10 7 . 
* with the Mabrattäs, however | great the necefſit SB 
5 might be af retrieying "our ily 0 


ſliduld the operations! N Oe 8e 5 5 
| 40; | ch welk e i 12181 1 800 equitable 


We 0 * 
terms of peace; and in letter wife bi ih 
-rþetf drew up to the Cumiittee it Beba), the 
Supreme Cbuneil obferve, ©Hiving 775 Full 
powers to Colonel Goddard to negz Ociatt and 
1 eonelude a peace with the Ace 'we 155 . 
onty to repeat, that wWe look to che Hye of 

that commiſſion as our primary Obheck, and a 
de the termination of all our political views. on 
"4 your fide of India, if it ſhall. prove uccely- 
> fal.“ To Colonel Goddard, the Board A* 


KL ſerve, 40 Our firſt defire i is to obtain peace.“ 


* When Ragonaut Row bad ee 


Mad) ee Sindia, and had joined General. God- 
dard, who, conſented. to. give 72 5 perſonal 


= a 3 3 


its s being e to 4/7 1 he. ſhall 
54 not attempt to defeat the effect of. your ne- 
f & gociations, to which you are to give your 
WW entire attention without regard to any other 
4 confideration.” With ſuch proofs of Mr. 

| Haſtings's 3 ſincete diſpofition to accomodate our 1 
x differences with the Mabrattas, What are the 
grounds to. ſuppoſe | he was leſs inclined. to a 
| pacification than Mr, Francis, . or any, other 


* 


member of the Board ?_ . The Goyerngr-Gene- 


5; ral was. not at. all 3 invo ved . in the „Adiſgrage 
85 the gent lemeg 'of B Bombay ay hac incurred 
e -rimed, expedition:z.on. the 198 
big 59 f DireQors bad convey N oh ima BY; 
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8 1 9 ha s 1 eh 150 "hp 
an = e Foona] B to 3 BP pee, 
was F e in \few words. "x ey would 
—_ * onh | copk ent to 4 A peace on "theſe conditions. 
4 « © That we ſhould give up the perſon of Ra: 
1 «  gobah, and cede the. iſland of Salſette to 
1 1 eie Way, it even propoſed by any mem⸗ 
|  -* % the 8 Supreme Council to purchaſe 4 
8 Peace by. uch conceſſions? It was not. The 
War was therefore a war of neceſſity on our 
part, and from this moment it ought to have 
been proſecuted with the utmoſt vigour. Thwar- 
ted, anc | oppoſed. as the Ceberger Seel W, 
the; brilliant ſucceſſes which have attended. our 
arms, will. fully prove what. our 2 

. ment when united may be capable of. a 6 

* - The 1 might. not break in upon the 1 Darra- 


tive of the Mahratta war, I bave paſſed over the 
other tranſactions of Government, during that : 
period. The reſolution to, commence hoſtilities 
againſt the French, on the 7th of July, 1778, 
before any regular advices of a rupture had 
been receixed from England, reflects honour 
upon every member of the Sup W Covnct in 
15 on, to the. reſpon bility whic "each in- 
8 Rt Rk = 3 ings 10 re. The celerity | 


allo Fl DOR | 
each” Were 


1 with Which WI. 9 8 y .of 40 
Fred, ut, and mee 1 ir 1 es a Vernon __ 
1V1 


ore Pondicherry „ artiving there a ainft che 
| LON, in lets than two. months tem the 


55 When, die deflination 9781 TO He 5975 
unknown, the we hk WR 
_ raiſed. for- the army, the diff YO tion I's 7 
forces, and the aſſembiy of the militia, are 
ſubſtantial proofs of the artention of the 'Go- 
| vernor· General and Council, to the pieferva. 
tion of the valuable empire committed to their 3 
er and the ſpirit which animated all ranks 3 
1 men living under their Government. 1 82 
ae the French miſſed ſo favourable an © op. 
portunity of attacking us on the Malabar c. oaly 
we know not, but it would bave been a very 
poor un to his country if Mr. Haf. 
kings had ſtopped the march of the army deſ- 
tined for the preſervation of Bombay, at fol 
critical | 2 period, either on account of the ex- 
pence attending it, or to add ſtill more to the 
feeurity | of Bengal, already well ſecured, if 
that Place had been attacked the following 
Far. The majority of che Su reme Coundil 
Rh _ therefore” determined "at this nme, that cheir 
1 a my Would advance; and the Governor. Gene- 
"Al | had the ſtron ngeſt and belt founded er eta. 
i 


"5 i 


] to ” execution; 4 Whith as . 
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1 bly. added to our military reputation, and du- 
ring the rains, that very ſeaſon in which | 
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between the 8 


Francis, and; the: 4 
traordinary event it produced, are facts, hn 5 


a 5 off Wachen dilpgreeable.,;Certajn 


The temporary Ne 
vernor: ſdenetal and Mr. 1 © 


a N 5 49,0 the £007, | 
& of. the. wa „ as. certain. that, Mr., Haſtings; bo 


x as 3 before as in the meetings Which he: 
: had with! Mr. Francis, inſiſted that as the whole 


. f reſponſibility: of the war with the CO Hy c 


lt. Francis. and Mr. Wheler, thrown, up- 
on bim, he ſhould have. the entire aner, 


of it and as certain that the perſons in Mr. 
Haſlings's 8 confidence underſtood that Wa$4 


to, 


reed | 


_— * * 5 4 op; : 4 4 
5 "3 . SS: * 4 — = BY q 
a | 4 Wa ($1 7 2 Gr 


Tbe eee * Poe carry ggg 
the war was confeſſedly the beſt that could 


have been propbſed. The operations of A ſmall 
army the laſt campaign had put us in poffeſ-⸗ 15 
ſion of an extenſive country, had conſidera - 


957 


Mr. Francis - contended | nothing could be 5 
done, Major Popham took the important fore 8 


treſs of Gualier. /By Mr. Francis's ae 
0 Governor. Generals Plan our army, which 
_ | was” formed the laſt campaign, was diſtreſſed 
| for Pays and | comtanee inactive "when it 8 


reste fl R 1 ch e hide” 
Tie de Gi mpletely divide the forces abs 

ö . wig "Bip 137. a De 12 8 the AP 
ga oro 70 Ri! Fit er Lt 


. Re dad — 


( 88 ) 

od 5800 8 (0989991 S nog 2d T 
the Attehriöw of the Mfdbrattäeh und fizde us fue 
club eser e 11 Trove Vienthios:? 
Tie Plan ich Mr. Fidifings prop ted ty 5 0 


"BY carrying ot the Witt” wat e. cute k. 


ponded 'wirh'one drawn up by an Excellent . 
fickt, Lieutenant Colonel Deb. of whom Me. 
Francis hit ſelf had the higheſt opinion. This 

 genifleman had travelled to Poona by land, and 

his” ſentiments were certainly A ſtrong colfitihn: © 
tion of the propriety of the Governor. Generals 
propoſitions. The great expences of the war 4 
are doubtleſs to be lamented, but there are „ 

ſons when great expences are abſolutely ne- 40 
| celfary, nor can a Government, like ours, hope, 

to be ſecure, if in time of war we are con- 4 


7 tented to guard. our frontier only, . This we 


. muſt do at a confiderable expence, and Wil * 
the loſs, of reputation ; but by invading the do- 
minions of gur enemies, we have kept thew as 
home, we have deprived them of refources for . 
carrying, on the War, we have infuſed ſuch a 

degree of ſpirit i into the native troops in our. 
ſetyiee, that. they. look upon themſelves. as, in- 

 vincible. when. headed by. Britiſh oſficers and 
the. ſts Which wWe have wade, would have 
aply: repaid us for al- Our expences, had the 
invaſion. of the Carus tic not taken lac 


a he Governor-General would bave had no 

difficulty in extending the influence of the Com- 

pany Tarough all = countries now dependent 
5 upon ; 


3 . 
. Nos 


« 6 3. 
pe Rabat if che nate Lees be It 
; as Had Had” the Tame "opinion Sf EI Conti 
ane of his Autbofty, as Was iliyerſally edter- . 
it 75 of bis Topetiot” abilities and good for. 
tds. ot 4 re Mr. 1 mo 
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71 Sheen from” 1 to 'Dekly, and in the 
Deckan, of his ſpeedy removal from | the Go- : 
Yeroment of . "= one 
Before Sir Eyre Coote's 8d. it Was ur 
verlalty given out by the friends of Mr. Fran: 
_ 4s, that he would l take a deci- 

_ Yed' part againſt Mr. Haſtings. Theſe declstä- 
tions 1d often repeated, 7 4 deep \indpret- 
fon upon our allies, and were attended, with 
very ſerious conſequences, _ : will mention 808 | 
that immediately occurs to me. eee cond Ts 

Mhen our military eſtabliſhment” eh Wn 
 bderably. increaſed, in conſequence 'of che var 
With France, Mr, Haſtings thought it reaſon- 
able that Cheyt Sing, the Raja of Benares, and 
a vaſſal of the Company, ſhould pay a pro- 
portion of an expence incurred for our com- 
mon defence! This he fixed at five lacks 6f 
rupees per annum; and the Raja was wird ſome 
qiffculty prevailed pom to advanee this ſum, 
but he poſirively refuſed to enινjũö the”! |pay- . 
ment beyond He! fiſt erg und ih this fefelüu. 
lor 3 R if 
0 pers, þ 


0 TTY 
er Frags ſentiments, 1 approved o! 
eee on being uſed for the continuance 
| of the payment; . Thei intrigues, Ii of 7 je, Raja's 
Fo - vackeel. in Calcutta, previous to the, General's 
arrival, Were very, well known, but as Sir 
"Eyre. Coote ſupported the authority of the. Go- 
* yernor-General,, -the Raja was obliged, not only 
to. pay five lacks of rupees for another year, 
but in addition to it, the expences incurred by 


the march of two battalions to Benares, for 


the purpoſe of enforcing the payment, it he 
ſould continue obſtinate. If the Raja had not . 
received the moſt poſitive aſſurances from his 
; agent in Calcutta, that Mr. F rancis was, on the 5 
Point of ſueceeding to the Government, he 
"never: would have reduced Mr. Haſtings to the 
neceſſity of: taking fo. violent a meaſüre, for 
the ſupport of his own ee the 
"Company's intereſts, Ted th 1 
No 6 the expectation of a change in Beuge 5 
FE had. been productise of no effects, more de- ? 
trimental to the public ſervice, than the con- 
temptible oppoſition of the Raja of Benares, it 
had. been fortunate ; but independent of the 
Bread relaxation of Government, in our; own 
* vinces, Which wasz; and always muſt be the 53 
; conſequenge of it, duchs an expectation very eſ- 
7 ſengially; interfered, Wü the Ooh plin:by 
Whie the; Mabratta war could be brought 140m | 5 
eee . . 


* 


| (i 0 ga) dy | 
+) of; Jaynagurs Narva, Bundiecbnd, Gb were all, 
gun affirtm from the belt: authority, esger to 
-i-throzv, off their dependence upoii the Mabrat- 
df he ſlighteſt aſſiſtance fognt/us; would have 
enabled them to doit; the ſucteſsful gpera- 
tions of Major Popham's little army has very 


PONY, produced this n 4 4 Nato 
Jet concluded. ee eee ee 
1 political influence v Was bo een, ime- 

N upon Mr, Haſtings s acceſſion o the 

ie Every power in India has an agent 

in ( alcutta, and, theſe men regularly. tranſ- 
mit to their principals the intelligence of, the 

. Aagvenced by the ae can us re- 

pecded Mr, . Haſtings's 8 removal, and have been 

_ deterred from taking, ak ks 1 2 Ateady 

Sovernment. oy | 

by. FP Mr. Francis will exciſe. me 8 FF dl 1 5 
che is, reſponſible for the fatal conſequence Mhich 
followed from the opinion of a change in zhe 
Government being ſo univerſal... The paragraphs 
of the general letters, from the direction which 
reſlected moſt ſeverely, vpn Mr. Haſtings, were 
iyguſtriouſſy circulated 3 Mr. Franeis, inthe = 

mat unreſeryeg : wannen, expreſſed his:certainty = 
of ſucceeding bim in a few months, nor cd 

all the efforts uf Mr. Middleton at Lucknow, or 

Mus Graham at Henares, ubviate the bad eſfeccs 

which“ We eee, produced 2 

. . BE throughout 1 


(Ces? 
nnn. {L afficiti nothing Can be 
_ 0: ſogetrimental to the intereſts of te Britiſh na- 
ohn india, asu divided or unſcitied- #dinini- | 
_ >» lcation//in Bengal, and "whatever! ſyNeni” the 
Court of Directors may adopt in future,” > 
LN ' "whomever they may think proper to employ, 
tdey ought to give the ruling members « every pu- 

blic ſupport in their power. The hands of Go- 
| e ſhould be ſtrengthened by every. poſ- 5 
ſible means. Proſperity attended the confidence 5 
Which they placed in Mr. Haſtings, and reverſe : 


of fortune, the diminution, or more pioperiy 


= » "the annihilation of his authority, l 


Moe beg leave to offer a FAY remarks pon 
| *the fate of 'our affairs in India, © W 
Our gtustion is indeed fo very alarining,” that 
there are many men who will believe, and many 7 
more who will affect to believe them itretrie- 
Fable; 1 muſt confeſs that it will require all the 
lite, the integrity, and the firmneſs" of the 
SGovernerc General, with every poffible degree of 
per that can be given from home to reftore 
Bengal to its former proſperity, but that Mr. 
HFaſtings will effect this if he is treated” with 
- that confidence which His great and imporrant 
ſetvices entitie him to expect; I have not'the = 
anten 375 ii nid amb Du 10 
What dens Our fituatidn. in Bengal, when Mr. 
5 - Haſtibgs arrivedi there,imapjeis and atis it 
nme nn wein 
eee 0 306 red Tele. Fetions on of 
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fected, je he alliance with Sujah Dow lah brought 
ſuch an ample ſupply of treaſure, into Bengal 
; that e very ſervice was fully provided for and the 
N bond debt reduced. Until this period, gur fo. 


| little ſpecie that remained in them. 


of 
; the 1 
was, jc E onfiderab ly, iogrealed, pb pat. wo Extra. ” 


& 96; * 


of yiew, Imuſt recapimlate had 1 have ale“ 


dx obſer ved. - A At the former a period, the Com 


Pany's debt at intereſt was above one-hundred and» 

twenty lacks: , The Court of Directors the ſea - 

bon before had been drawn upon for one hundred 
and twenty lacks. There was no proſpect of 
7 proviging future inveſtments but by an increaſe 


of the bond: debt, as our civil and military ere 


pences were barely d:trayed by the annual reve- 


nues. In one year only what a change Was ef 


reign connections only ſerved to accelerate the 
ruin of cur provinces by draining. them. of. the. 


is; 
NO one good effect was Ee from out. 


alliance with Sujah Dowlah, before Mr. Ha 
üngs's acceſſion to the chair ; am entire brigade 
: kept at Al lababad, which, WAS. paid by the * 
: n of ſilver from Bengal, was a ruin. Job: 


A very confiderable, ſum was, ſaved by the. re- 


; duction, of the Qi pends paid to the Nabob and, 
his 19 In, this particular, where the i inte- 


ny Was -Fapgerned, Mr. Tias, 5 


134 


1 of 


paid \ nd attention to th orders of 
Pet 1 Direc tors... Ar. the: ſeaſon. w When. | 
e ye 5 Lag axci 50,087 che, | 


971 zgniftcH N 4 10 380 1¹α 10 PSA by 


De 


1 (s ) 
ſhips) che Ahſon amd the Northumberland, were 


ſenm home. The following year we obtained” a 4 
clear additional" revenue of twenty: fon ur Hels 


from Benares, and the expence of at leaſt a third Pp. 
of our army was defrayed by the Vizier., Theſe 


1 5 beneficial advantages are the'reſult' of Mr. Haf-* 


tings's treaty of 19733 à treaty which the majo- 
rity of the Supreme Council dectied in all its 
parts the firſt month of their arrival. China, q* 
Bombay, and Madras, have been ſupplieq with 
treaſure to'a very conſiderable amount, and the 
annual inveſtment from 1774 to 1779, was co. | 
by fiderably aboye a million ſterling each year. 17 be 
bond- debt was intirely paid off, and a large bal- ; 
lance of cafh in our treaſury. I had forgot to 
mention the erection of public. granaries, by. 
which the return of famine, which ſo depopula- 
ted that country, is totally prevented. 5 2 
| 1 ſeries of events which I have already related 5 
rought on the Mahratta war; a war in Europe Lp 
obliged us to increaſe our military eſtabliſhment | 


Very conſiderably, to provide a marine force, to 


reinforce Sir Edward Vernon, and for the de- 
fence of the river. T heſe  exertions were attend. 
ed with additi onal Expence but they \ Were abo. 
ute) neceſſary, 'and bave "bee e folly approved ; 
of at home. The a Tag contrary to their uſual | 

policy,” 6 WL d the "Bicelt 6 opportpoiey whi 55:46 
they u could” habe had to f egain 1 
aud 3n India. Wiiy nt 0 HI Þ remiſs Me. ag 
knojy bos, 1 1 what would Mr. Haſtings have 
b  Ceſerved 
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; TONY fe Carnatio cannot recover itſelf ö 
fy OPT . Before its invaſion the country | 
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1 ris Laden Homie TY; 


act their intrigucs at Poona, and in Fön: 


"officers" had landed" at Chee. When 


our ſucct es againſt the Mahrattas gave us ever, 
reaſon to expect an honoutable ares the Car- 
natic Was invaded. This Was a freſh demand 
upon Bengal for men, money, and ptovifons. 
The exertions of the Governor-General and Sr 
0 Eyre Coote have ſaved Fort St. George. After 
o many great drains from our treaſury, after | 
ſupporting” an expenfive war againſt the Mah- 


rartas, and affording Bombay ſuch effectual afff- 


tance in caſh, proviſions, and ſtores, after deu- 
bling our inveſtment for many years, that debt 
which, when Mr. Haſtings came to the chair, 


was above one hundred and twenty lacks; was 


on the 1 th of December laſt only fixty-fix lacks 
of a of in the Company's ware-houſes. 


;h rupees, and we had eighty-eight lacks 2 


I have already ſtated my reaſons for ſoppoſing wy 


| that we are now at peace with the /Mahrattas. - 
K 
ti overthrow muſt» ſoon follow. Wben 


nmodation with Hyder Ally, ot bis in- 


theſe events have taken place, our military 


eſtabliſhment may be conſiderably reduced; 
the Preſideney of Bombay muſt ſupport its ex. 


pences ftom the revenues atiſing from their late 


this 


either of ſending their fortunes home in caſh, - 


ths) 


| Was almoſt ruined, and the Nabob either want- 


ed, ot e e money ber e 
expences. VJ 
- The Hs of Bengal net ſupply B JO... .. 
bay and Madras with caſh, as it has eat 
done, if their own reſources are inadequate to 
their diſburſements. And from the revenues 5 
Bengal muſt the intereſt of their bond-debts, be 
paid. This I contend can eafily be done if ſome * 
care is taken to prevent Bengal from being un- 
neceſſarily drained of its ſpecie, and if foreign 
trade is properly encouraged. To effect theſe | 
points the Court of Directors muſt fix upon ſome ? 
equitable mode, by which the private fortunes. 
of their ſervants can be remitted to England. 
At preſent they are under an abſolute neceſſity 


—_— 
n 


which is ruinous to Bengal; or of lending their 
5 money to foreigners, by which means the Com- 

pany's ſales i in gw muſt be eg in- 555 
3 jured. e N 
If re ers Wants once e be 1 the ne - 
ceſſity of bringing bullion to Bengal to purchaſe; 
5 cargoes, ſuch a flow of treaſure to out exhauſted 
provinces would amply compenſate for a trifling . 
diminution of the public ſales in Eogland; and 
if the Company's ſervants are reſtricted from 
lending money to foreigners, they muſt either 
bring bulkonito: Bengal, or, relinquiſh, the trade. 8 
altogether, RY from: my o v wat 5 
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that it is from neceſſſty, mot choice, the Compa- 


ny: s c{&ryants ſopplx them: with eaſh gt an þ 
equitable made of remittance,! once fixed by the, 


Dixectors, diſmiſſion fm che je ice ſhonld be 
the puniſhwent of any man MO. thould. gend 


mogen g ee or to ſoreign companies, | , 
Perhaps, the. Court of Directors da nor.kow. 

a extent to which this trade i is now] ene 

Four Portugueſe ſhips have failed from Bengal 


this year... I came to Liſbon in one of them... a 


Her cargo was valued at five lacks, of rupees. . 


The others were {till more valuable. Some of = 
theſe ſhips were taken up in India, the c caprains, 

and awners, borrowed as much money. as. þthey 
wanted to, purchaſe both-ſhips. and. Fargoes, „on 

the, lollowing terms; T he lenders, to. receive l. : 
per cent. intereſt, and two thilliogs for each cur-;, 
rent, xupce at Liſbon three months after the. ars 


rival ggf the ſhip. Prejudicial as this trade may 


appear to the Directors, it is not half ſo.ruinous... 
"0" Bengal, as the remittance of fortunes 3 in filyer,. 
would be. The Dutch and Daniſh Companies, 
as W ell as individuals of both nations, have bor- ly 
| rowed large ems lat year, an 
5 * upon the terms Fe 50 ve K 
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- | _<6vrigementivof this trade, stid fer kis attempts 
3 © ita za regular etiiffi uhication Wille Bur 
1 nativè e Utry by this foute. WE owe the tnf!“ 
* Wezel d. naickeffy entirely de m. 0 503 

| 1 6566 1 depart from the Ine ö my pröfcf. 
Fi i fi6n” When 1 preſume to hazard opinions upon 


cab e, but as 1 have been Rftecn' 
vers in Bengal, and have not been” an Ucon: 


* 


I cerzed ſpectator of the various changes WI TY 
= have happened in that time, 1 may be excuſed 
! || for declaring my fentiments Fo a x ſubject WW. .z 
= ſuch importance. ; e OR $ 


Arts,” agriculture, and commerce, have greats — * 

= Tactile Hues my firſt arrival in India. The 
? | riches of Bengal are its manufactures. For them 
* there will always be a market, and while we in⸗ 
3 creaſe in population we muſt increaſe our ma- 

= nufactures. Mr. Haſtings, it muſt be recollec- | 


L ted, fucceeded to the government at a moſt un- 
Ex favourable period. The loſs by the dreadful fa- 


I mine of 1770, has been eſtimated at four mil- 
lions of | people ; and from my own obſervations | : 
in various parts of Bengal! I do not think this an 
. exaggerated! account, F e 


However may be be itaken whey” T4 "OY 
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bal geſtäbnlhetd in Europe, ebe Bonddedeb iw. Bengal f 

4 amounts to 200 lacks of rupees This is not ſo © * 

| ant large u fut as was in fact owing when Mr. Haſ- . 

| tings came to the chair. The bond-debt was 2 

+ "they 120, and the Directors had been draw n upon a 
| for above 100 lacks of rupees only the ſeaſon * 


3 "Fore; hope it will be recollected that this great! 
daebt was contracted in times of the moſt "a 2 s 
i peace; and the greateſt part of it even before the 
famine. Dreadful as was that calamity its ef. 
fects were more ſeverely felt after Mr. Haſtings's 
a cceſſion to the Government than at the time it 
' \|Kappened, It is a fact that the collections in the 
Fear of the famine, and the year after, were 
b 5! n in either of the two preceding ones. 
The intereſt of 200 lacks of rupees will be 16 
"lacks a year. All our eſtabliſhments upon a 
peace will be confiderably reduced; and if the 
Governor - General is properly ſupported, the 
. Government of Bengal will acquire a vigour, 
to the want of which, and not to the Mahratta 5 
war, we owe our preſent. misfortunes... 
To pay the intereſt of. this debt let us examine 
our funds, and compare them with thoſe of 1772. 
1 will ſuppoſe the actual collections from Ben- 
Hi by Sal. Bahar, and. Orixa, to * OY, what they 5 
Mere at that, period. OLL £ "= 
588 Jun favings, anger the different LE. of tri- 
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ot jon of xnpees a yer. E Has O 0] 210W0mg s 5 
2:1 11 The, Vizier pays 79 lacks. of rupees annually 
20477 towards dur military expen ces. 
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ode ſhall. receive annually from: Chapt Siog 24 


2d o ' lacks of ol pode wn 
When our dominions and our Inflgence, at 
_ an influence advantageous to the Compa- 


ny, were bounded by the banks of the Carum- 


4 
1 


— 7. 


naſſa, our military h were 1 lacks off 


zen a Nr.. . 
Our connection with 8 now viſe profitable, 


- was a moſt diſadvantageous one before Mr. Haſ- 
"tings arrived in Bengal. To the Company it 


was ruinous, although it anſwered the intereſted 
| purpoſes of certain individuals perfe&ly well. 


Can one good reaſon be given for the very 

1 deputation to Sujah Dowla, in 1768, 
31 8 againſt the opinion of Mr. Verelſt, at that time 0 

the Governor of Bengal, or for keeping the third 


brigade at Allahabad until the middle of the 
Vert 1769 at the Company's expence. 


The tranſactions of that period are werthy . 
"the public ae my wy vpon them 


en en | Y SR11321 101 [17 '#} [ 
At a pete our Ally experi e 


be reduced to 110 lacks of rupees à year. 
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While arts, manufactures, and commerce, are 
encouraged in Bengabgrwhile!'t hd Inatifes? "7G 
tinuerhappy under eur Goveroment, wa MECH 

ed to it as the great body of the people are; whi 4 

populatiom incrxaſts p us it Has doe the lat le- 

ven years, Bengal muſt be a Toft: valuable 3 
country to Great. Britain; but it en only yield $ 
its tribute by the increaſe of Ne invelt- 22 
mende 40114 i en e eee e Lasco 
Mr. Haſtings bas 155 very ſeverely clings” 
with diſobedience of orders. Upon this ſubject 

1 ͤmuſt add a few words. I do not mean to juſ- 

; tify the Governor-General's conduct by plead-⸗ 171 
ing precedent for it, yet I am reduced to the. 81 
diſagreeable neceſſity of contraſting it with 4 
5 condu& of his predeceſſors | in power in Bengal. 

I affirm that it had long been reported, Mr. 

: Haſtinff was to be diſmiſſed the ſervice, That * 
Mr. Francis was to ſucceed him; and the re- 
 inftatements of Meſſrs. Briſtow, Fowke; and 
: Mahomed Reza Cawn were connected with Mr. Ne 
A Francis's, acceſſion to the Government. This 

report, circulated for months throughout Indoſ- 

tan, obliged Mr. Haſtings to adopt meaſures 

which were by no means agreeable to the natu- - 
ral humanity of his temper, or ©. 1 F | 
to the Juſt claims of indi Adbals wo! ich he, i is, 

known to poſſeſs. He aſhg ned his. realops 78 
the Directors for keeping 5 Ri Fm 

and if they" were not approved, he of courle ex- 

„„ bel UL. R bected 
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pected to be diſmiſſed from the AN To 


2 who ſerved in India I appeal, whether * 


& 0 by every poſ 


Ki SY 


V Receſſat 


ngthen the Hanes 
able means, and to 


impteſs the natives witk an idea of its ſtabilit); 


That the reinſtatement of Mr. Briſtow, Mr. 
Fowke, and Mahomed Reza Cawn, woutd” 
have had a contrary effect is univerſally known. 
When General Richard Smith was Command- 

5 er i in Chief of the Company's forces in Bengal, 


and third member of the Secret Committee and 
the Council, he wrote the following letter to 


the 


Secret Committee, 24th November 1767, 
and forced Mr. Verelſt to do an act of greater 


ſeverity than Mr. Haſtings was ever guilty of 
in the whole courſe of his political life. I muſt” 


affirm here, that the Eaſt- India Company was 


ſaddled with the expence of an eſtabliſhment of 


a Supreme Court of Judicature, in conſequence 


1 the diſcuſſions which this famous: letter R194 
duced. 


ce 
14 
a} 
ce 
6 


ce 


The nature 5 the abe n „ 


ted from Calcutta to Sujah Dowlah is with- 
out limits. The Nabob is almoſt as well 


> acquainted with the Parliamentary proceed- 
* ings as I am; bow far the importance and 


dignity of the Company, and the weight and 
influence of adminiſtration is leſſened in his 


[8 


+ and 
— * p N 
; =_ 3 "> 
| 'F 14 4 : th 
. E > 


HENS: - 


«eſteem; by ſuch communication may be eaſi- 
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« ag to maintain a direct correſps 
« the Nabob; but there is a man who has 


« Obliquely offered fo great aft infült o "our 
« Pyyfident, © that was 1 preſear” at the 
, Board; I would move for the exertion” of - 
ce our authority to its utmoſt extent to free 
t the ſettlement from ſo * an 
„ inbabimnt ; 1 mean Mr. Bolts; and 
e indoſed copy of a letter to Mr. Zell. 
« til, Where he aſſerts an | abſolute. falftiood, 
„ Which tends to leſſen that Huta! dignity 


e and neceſſary influence of our Prejident, is 


< ſurely deferving of your ſevereſt reſentment.” 


I approve highly of General Richard 
| Saphelath@njuents' if he had known how the 


 efential * dignity and netz ſury influence of Mir. 
a would have been end 924 . 


Mr. Briſtow,” be would upon bis own. Prin 
ciples have concurred in the diſobedithce of 


them, had he been a member of the Supreme | 


 Councit 1 in 'Decer * 
Three 


ber, 1779. n 
or Armenians, the trading 4 4 ts © 


" of Mr. Bolts, a keen trader bimſelf, who Per. f 
haps. wanted to come in För ibn Hate K 


che plunder of Oude and Benares; were "after. | 
wards ſeized, and treated 4with too much ri 


Sour. Not men of Bengal attributed Gene- 


15 flio flu 1850 = tes) N Y i 5 Ae 
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- << ctelligence, feu men will de found {6 hardy 
dente With” 
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prove fit, "that . . our - -conneftion . Wich Swah, 


| e at that time Was ruinous to the, Eaſt- 


1 of pany, in 25 great a degree 49 it 
V 


as A antageous to. a MY individuals, fuß 


pover, 20 


The. 3 8 ofitiye. orders baye been 


5 tepeatedly diſobeyed or evaded- during my fre: 
ſidence in Bengal. Two. very particular 10 15 


5110. 


ances I will now mention. 
N 100m 45 as the Court of Direliors Vere 5 
iuformed of the pernicious ſalt ' mongpoly, 


2 they ſent poſitive orders to. Bengel to.. aboliſh 
© immediately on the receipt of their, letter, 5 
H defiitice of . this order, tbe monopoly was ; 


continued almoſt. two years longer, and. the 


1 profits. arifing. from. i it were divided amongſt 

the members of the council, General Richard i 

Smith (Commander i in Chief at that time, ) and. ws 
TH 3 rincipal c ciyil and military ee 4 Ben- 
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ſetvitits in Bengal 841 fr i 


J |” 28 EI 


7 211 15 723 5 


ce A A.C Tn 7 x AN a kate of ext. 


nge mus more by ore able. 1 . the gen 


16h ra counc in. | 


aer unfavourable e xEhadge fo for the Com as 


08 10 
to the amount of ogę, million and fixty thou- 
yt pounds ſterling, 1 affirm that three-fourths - 


OTE _ ad ite the f reaſury 5 

80 1 0 ht 1 5 been ee e Fi 

Sale se pleaſure was . known. „ 

oflh 'Let theſe inſtances. of diſobedience be com- i 
pared by my fellow proprietors and the public, 
with che charges brought Againſt, Mr. Ha aſ- 

tings | 41 

9 F will here quote General. Richard Sm ATR 
ſentiments upon the ſubje& of difdedience of 

orders. Joo 


in his minute of the 26k Ca {Spe 8 — 


11 7 


40 Directors 796 are Toes | in . 
60 Jet I think we ſhall be Fully warranted , to 
. deyiate from thoſe orders, ang, I. do not 
a think * ſhould | perform SN duty to. the 
Comp any as A member of their adminiſtra- N 
4 tion, "=" T” did not enter this my opinion 2 
. upon the public records.” _ ee US 
_ "Upon. another occaſion, 24th ks 
1767, General e Smith er to dhe 0 


| Secter Committee, | wh | © orde rs þ hi 6 bound, . 
to obe y! in the Lande degree as Haſti ings is 


he "or K the Fear? Sols, 6 Wy zeal for or the; 
1 Ws 03 of che. ft © Terps N N d, en "rot 
#5 calions of. great. emergency; an Wert ROBY: 


ausge 515 301 „as odo Antf "mu 
07 


. Y. 
1 2 2 5 0 EPS 8 


N. ort 50 4 On 

y azard un 
« Work mY 1 7 e e Veen 
F- nera court-martial, "rathe p thin he's 
6 — 5 ſhould ſuffer by delay,” hege 
e lac, contrary. to their orders, it is abt | 
« that 1 entertain the mcſt diſtant © idea of ” 
. - diſobedience or independence, but from a a con- 
<« .yiftion that at this. diſtance from tbe Prei. 
| fancy, | their orders and the welfare of the” : 
Kate may happen, they have happened to be 77. * 
ce. compatible, and whenever I tale upon me 1 
& deviate from their orders, it is not from ide 
t pendent authority I preſume, becauſe J. known 

© am totally reſponſible to them for ſuch s 4 
0. devialion. \ 1 _ 


This. is the language 5 a (ble A 
: is manly language. It is the language of Mr. 
Haſtings; but. in the Governor-General's caſe, 
the arguments operate with ten-fold force 
when we confider the ſituations of Mr. Haſ- 
tings and General Richard Smith; the for- 2 
mer could only receive anſwers from. bis . 
3 Juperiars in fifteen or eighteen, months, the * . 
"Ry in as many 1 _ 
I. will now: mention a few eſſential al 


in which Mr. Haſtings, Ppointedly. 8 8 ; te 8 
orders Of the Ditectors. He 4 mployed 2 Nygd- 


Comar by their orders. ot 216ving wad: 26 


He reduced the Nabob's ſtipend from thirty- - 
two to fixteen lacks of rupees. He aboliſhed 
TE bed 8 nominal 


(99 109 3. 
nominal penſions to A large amount. He ſuf- 
pended. lahomed | Ruza 1 From fs 
| office 3,1 be bro ugbt bim to a "ft Before "the | : 
Counpil for bis former conduct; a nd* t6 the . 
juſtice, the impartiality, and the attention öf F 
Mr. Haſtings, Mahomed Ruza Cawn has al- 
Ways declared, he was indebted for his life, 
which, the villary of Nundcomar would tive ; 
deptired him of. In November, 1773, M | 
Haſtings received the thanks of the Decke, 
for his great attention to their orders, and for 
his other eminent ſervices. 
Socon after the majority of the Supreme 
Council arrived } in Bengal, they aſſerted that Mr. 
Haſtings had made 40 lacks off rupees, or 
4500, oool. from the Revenues of Bengal in leſs 
chan three years. The deſpicable character of 
: the man on whoſe information this declaration 
Was grounded, the well known moderation 
of Mr, Haſtings, his aftive and vigorous ads 
"4 miniſtration, the ſtate of his private fortune at 
7 Z that time or at preſent, Which any man may 
now that chooſes to inquire; are ſolid proofs 
of the ' falſity and the folly of this aſſertion, 
Axe the great ſervants of the Company who pre- 
ceded, Mr. "Haſtings in high Rations, although 
bot in the chair; willing to put their inte- 
gtity to this teſt; will they declare the amount 


of their private fortunes s 
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1 do nd, that if public and repeatedly 
aſſerted declarations © have” any weight the. 
_ amount of the private fertünes of tree Segen 
lenden of high Htätion, Who left Regal in | 

couiſe of the year 1769, or in January, 1575 
equalled the amount of all the Private for" g 
tunes that have been accumulated during Mr... 
Huſtingss government of ten years From the - 
revenues of Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa, by * © 
civil and military ſervants of the Company. 


iel wele to judge from vague reports, 


0 whit! character could be ſheltered from calum-. 


ny, Tan recollect perfectly well, that i io the 
3 years 1768 and 1769, it was univerſally ſaid, 
; in Bengal, that a mint was eſtabliſhed. at * 
lafaba d; that the good Rupees, Which were ſo 
ablliaty ſent from Bengal and Bahar. to that 
place were all recoined into baſe rupees, cal- 
led iziery ; that our troops ſuftained a very 
: heavy loſs b being obliged to receive their 
pay in- this Vale money. That twentyrſix 
lacks of ficea rupees were annually ſent from 
Bengal for the payment of the king's tribute, 
but that his © Majeſty” actually received it in 
* viziery rupees; and that a very configerable... Fe 
ſhare of the Profits "ating, rom this (coinage, - 7 
- which was fad” to obe unanthorized by the : Go... 36 
; N Ree 4 in che Gommin: "BY 
der itf Chief Genbfal Rick wi with, t does. WE 
bor Rbebe ®onbe G inf, ar "ths fed. T.. . 
have beetm long Cn in Thdi to kidw that 
1u>goldansval ad di d 3000035 meg ond ; 
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an adgiow Ns Ack anditeigiagb bondfis 
8 e o are deprived ofthe means making money 
themifelve: ves, Mn very 5 to Nee 
- Mare th the. A dyantages, of their ſuperiors. Its 
poſſible to inveſtigate. this. matter tho+.- 
oh and 1.5 muſt obſerve, that Mr. Haf- 
tings has been. accuſed of rene upon much 
more ender ground. ang Yo. e951 
Upon the ſubject of . received; Which 
was one of the modes by which Mr. Haſtings 
was accuſed of having made the enormous ſum 
of 4. 1 ſhall make but one obſerva- 
tion; That, upon a reference to the Governor- 
Grheral' s Durbar charges, it will be found che 
bas brought to the Company's credit the ſums, F 
which Me. received, and has drawn the amount 
of the preſents he made from the treaſury, This 
rule was obſerved; I believe, by his predecel+ _, 


12 ſors; In the behndltstions of the 8th of De- 


191830 


cember, 17 769, and ft ince Printed in the Reports 30 
of tlie PRE Committee of 1773, I find, tae 
General Richard Smith made the Mogul, Shaw 4 
Album, a preſent to the amount of 2000l. ſter- * 
ling, when his Majeſh ö Bonoured kim 2 ” 
viſit to 5 jab, e d og and a 
| Ringo {1 40 1294 feli 88 ſepts, for nich, he re- oF” 
Keie from the Company. one lack cee. 


5 5 8 : Ay Nie and. i Souaut 
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broughto account; but if the invariablegcuſ- 
tom and 0p of the l at chat time to 


wi — Sad o bis feelings, und "RE" re | 
ceived no preſents from the King, Suja Dothan, 
| &c, his * N een, wh te e of 
the/public money. * 
The execution of Nutideomi? has been again, 
wReweY! forward. The ingenious Engliſh writer 
of” A Letter from Calcutta has, without any 
foundation, quoted the moſt reſpectable autho- 
rity for calling his death a murder. oy obſer-, * 
vations upon it will be very ſhort. 
Nundcomar was employed by Mr. Haltings, 
on lis firſt arrival in Bengal at the expreſs deſire 
of the Court of Piredtors... Mr. Haſtings' 3 
choice of the man excited very general ſurpriſe,. . 
as the cauſe was not known. Nundcomar's 
Villainy was detected in the affair of Mahomed 
Nuza Cawn, and Mr. Haſtings ceaſed to employ 
him. On the arrival of the Supreme Councit 
he gave in the curious information which I have 
already mentioned. It is remarkable, that when 
Lord Clive and the Secret Sonner of 1765, ; 


OE comar-. gave in an information againſt . Mr. ba 
John Johnſtone and other ſervants of the Com- 
pany. ſimilar to that Which he afterwards' gare 
in againſt Mr. Haſtings, and upon a full e enquiry, 
the! mee was found to be void of the: 
ren Mr. Haſtings 6 ommenced a 

e d, Ret ade r. 

in confinement; an 
attention 


were inveſted with inquiſitorial powers, Nund- 


K 113 * 


comaf to 5 8 5 that he ſhoald Fs pro tected at 
al events by the Supreme Council. 10 4 
now come to the forgery. In I 9 
too was condemned to be hanged for this crime. 
f The ſentence was reſpited; and his Majeſty 
Was pleaſed 1 to pardon the eriminal; but I be; 
leve it Was underſtood that the royal mercy. 
would never again be extended to a fimilar of- 
fender. Be that as it may, Nundeomar, when 
he committed a forgery many years after this pe- 
riod, accompanied with the moſt aggravating 
circumſtances, well knew the conſequence if he 
| ſhould be detected. A lawyer, in 1772, was 
ſaid, and truly, 1 believe, to have received ten 
+: thouſand: rupees for ſuppreſſing his knowledge of 75 
the affair. Nundcomar was well acquainted 
With the nature of our laws. He had a hundred 
cauſes before the Mayor's Court at different 
times. Before his proſecutor complained, he 
offered to ſettle the affair for fifty thoufand ru - 
pes. He repeated the offer after Nundeomar 
was in jail. Was Nundcomar's refuſal ſuppoſed 2 
do be the reſult of conſcious innocence? Was ther 
a man in Bengal queſtioned the fairneſs of his 
trial, or the characters of the jurymen who found 
him guilty 2. Was he not univerſally deemed the 
malt e f all the N natives 
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bot, 4. A moſtrilliberati and 90 motioe hade - 
beef aſßgned fur their bonduct, their deſire to. 
L Mr. Häſtings from: the effects bf chis äh. 
forntation, I muſt aſſert, and I doit in the most 
folemmmmannerg that Mr. Haſtings was not con- 
* cerned kither directly or indireftly-in:the/appre 
Heuſion, the trial, or he {OY of 'Nuadco- 
mai Q KA Inne 10 ; DoDlOvs 9V B1l 
-1Tſwjaders Kicks hed ee the execution 
.of the ſemence; 1 wiſh with all my heart they 
had ; but ſomething may be urged in their Fa- 
your upon this head. It was the firſt grand 6 
_ caviſe that came before them. I was at Berhaths 
Pore, about 100 miles from Calcutta; at the 
time of Nundcomar's trial and execution It 
vas the common ſubject. of converſation amongſt 
men of all ranks. I have heard the ſentiments of 
E then, and ſince, upon it. At the 
ley! very generally obſerved. that Nund- 
15 omg; though he was undoubtedly guilty, was 
i co rich a man to be hanged; and fince his 

death, it was was faid he depended upon the in- 

terfetence of the Supreme Council, or he would 

| have compromiſed- the affair before his trial. 

EY „Might not the jndges be ſuppoſecl to have acted 
as they did; from a deſite to impreſs the natives 
with an idea of che juſties and the impartiality of 
Bupfethe Corr? Would net the Rite ſet 
enen, e E eapable 6f 16 


5 cds Pt . villainous 


ET: + 5d. 9 
villainous an! action las inſhentinglahe dae 
the Supreme Court af Judicatu pa r thoſe 

judges of beifig influenced upon ſuch. An oc 
11003: would they not have concluded that Nunch⸗ 
comar, if his execution had been reſpired, hid, 
obtained-that favour by improper. mean?? 


In chis review of the tranſactions in Bengal 1 
have avoided as much as poſfible every expreſſion 


which may be ſuppoſed to convey a perſonal re- 
4 flect ion. It is from neceſſity, not from inglination, 
that I have. been obliged to contraſt his conduct 
Vith any man's. However ſtrong the provocation 
may have been, Mr. Haſtings has upon all o- 

ſions attended ſolely to his own juſtificatien, dt 
has been the fate of the Governor: General, whole 

liberality of ſentiment can only be equalled -by 
his me 

; vey, to be engaged in a perpetual courſe of party 
contention. No man could leſs merit ſuch a fate. 
With integrity that has defended him againmt 
the moſt tempting offers of private advantage, 
with abilities and application that have ſurmount- 
ed the greateſt difficulties, he has been reduced 
to the painful neceſſity of defending himſclf from 


the extraordinary charges of private rapacity, 


and a want of zeal for the intereſt of his employ- 
| ers. To the firſt I :tball only obſerve, that he 
' has now beep almdſt ter years atethe. head of the 
5 men * ioc ue er 


deration, or rather by his contempt of mo- 
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cr! 1 
than ſufficient to anſwer the private. views of any 
man, if to accumulate money was his object. 
1⁰ the laſts 1 fall oppae * very flgurifing 
ſtate in which the Supreme Council found Ben- 
gal, and in Which it gontinued, until foreign 


wars; and what is N a continued nn 
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8 HE. 1 of od: Belmont. e es me 
to carry, . this. review t. 081 10 
of May laſt. „ 

I The Nizam remained inactive. In the lauer 
x end of April he expreſſed his wiſhes to Join us 
in an alliance againſt Hyder Ally Cawn, On 
this Account Mr. Hollond remained at Hyni- 
cabad, although he had intended to quit it on 


Account of his health. The Nizam's conduc. 


zs politic. Hyder aſpired to the ſubaſhip of the 
Decan, and had applied to the King for ſun- 
_ nuds, through Nuzeph Cawn. 
The engagement with the Raja of n pro. 
miſes to be followed with the moſt important 
and beneficial effects. Colonel Pearſe, in his 
march through Cuttac, received every aſſiſtance 
he ſtood in need of from the Naib of that 
province, and his camp was amply ſupplied 


With proviſions. It is ſuppoſed he would be 


joined at Ellore by 2000 of the Berar horſe; 
the remainder of that army was on its return 
0 Naigpoore, except. that part of it which was 
to act in oshuͤnetion with our forces againſt. 

CORES 


in opinion With 


the ho le courſe. of the Megociation. - 
On the fame. day, the 2doof April, an agree 5 


| Nabob of . 
the part Lof t the Company. By this agreement. the 


petſon. © IPA 


SIT 


4 11 5 . 


Guratny 0c. 10 \ 5 A 4, 15 er | 


Sons 


Br 97 
. HTO e ne Mr, 


| ae M 10 Wheler, who entirely concurred. 
118 


nie Hngerlap, throught) * 
: Whoſe agency” it was conclud led. 0 No, chout, 


5 ho, been repreſented, Was either giyen or 5 
; promiſe ed, and. our ſuperiority appeared Oh 
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and the Supreme Council. on 


ment Was fave : between the ambaſſador of the 
rcot 


Whole t revenues of the Carnatic are a Propriated 


for the fervice of the war, Credit eing given” 
to the Nabob's creditors for the ac 


tions from thoſe diſtricts which had been pre: 


viouſly aſſigned to them. The utility o of this. 
zelcemegt will forcibly frike ery, impartial, 
fit DIF "or — 31 
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Lieutenant Oboe Camac's 8 N attack on. 


"the camp of Madijee Sindia was attended with 
: _ Tavoufable” TS Many, of the, 


. + »% 


come over to us; ee 7 2 8 
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Kloß had 21 5 N by Sindiz himſelk.“ 
His army was diſperſed, except about o horſe, 
1 under Ambajee e Punt, which were! ſurptized and 

8 Tk be wag 
ſo Frome a ſhare. * 9 
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15 with Moôdajee Bogfla Bade us a. rel { 12 


aud their Janke with ae th 
| Caitf; Events Which Mee. lit 
_ oully” Wiſhẽs to accompliſh, * 


4 5 53 17 51 
blimed, | agreeably_ to the Governor General's 0 
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e647 It NIn5gs od 
"Provincial courts of jollice Had Veen 8 TIE 


plan, and a controul veſted | in the chief zee 
ths 


The Company and the natives, aftet fix mon 


experience, have ſenſibly. felt the 800 ; 
this regulation. To the former it is a very Lach 


elſes of, 


q SAT 


ſiderable ſaving ; | to the latter it it has inſuced, an, 


Jjüͤſtic 


bas been aboliſhed. An increaſe of 39 


imparcial” and not an expenſive 


Ve ile ae ; IF 


61 


1241 ! US 5013 07 
be f 5 let de of N che revenues 
la cks. or 


or 390,001, is expected from this kegulation; 0 


Which is Mr. Haſtings s plan, formed in 1773 355 p 


and ti the propriety of it confirmed, by e ee N 


experience of the former defective tem. * 


The revenue from falt will be 30 lacks F ; | 


rupees or 300, oo0l. Rerling this year. The 


gentleman Mr. Haſtings has placed at the head 


ö of this bufßlhefs, bolt abilities and integrity 
| natd nievef Been exceeded in Beni; al, as Bae 


this declaration, and the authötlty 15 incanteftt. 
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the Be is is valid 5 1 &@ | 
. 0 e prime hs. che Neptzne, 
Which was obliged to return to Bong had 144 
lacks or 14550. ö on board ; and there remained 
im che Company's warehouſes in Bengal, een 5 
to the amount of 59 lacks or $50,000]. . 15 
The inveſtment for 1781 2 is fixed at go lacks 
or goo, oool. and was 8 Wben r the Bel- 
mont failed ; fo mY +3 
2 a : will F be 


| Bengal ® 


af excl ions "the government . 1 
nimity ee 


the Erk of 115 Sir we Vere 8 2 
\ decifive 2 over the army of Hyder Ally 
n. four days after the action Colonel 


75 8 
4 8 * 4 mY * . 


445 achment, conſiſting. .of 7000 pots | 


= Rae artillery, 20 pieces of canon, 100 


_ diſcip lined cavalry, and 2000 Berar horſe, would 


Join Sir Eyre Coote z General Meadows, with 
3000 Europeans, might be expected to arrive 
at Madras in September; fo that we bave 
every reaſon to believe that our next dif patches 
weill be of the moſt favourable nature, n. 


from, Bengal and Fo ort Se, Gm 


* yer,” s 7 2 1 0 4 k 
ASSESS EM. 


= 4&4 


